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Editorial 


30 years of fighting 
fascism and racism 


THE DAY | STARTED WORK with Searchlight in May 1964 was a day | 
will never forget. | had been hired by a consortium of some old friends 
joined by an interesting alliance led by Reg Freeson, the Labour MP, and 
supported by several people from the left who have passed away over 
the past fifty years. What was startling was who else was working with 
them in a coalition to work towards the passing of the first race relations 
legislation in Britain. They included the Conservative MP Norman St 
John-Stevas, David Steel, leader of the Liberal Party, and a number of 
trade unionists. 

And my first day in the job as research editor of Searchlight was also 
the day my second son was born. 

You will have noticed that this issue of Searchlight looks very different 
from our usual magazine. This is because it replicates — albeit with many 
more pages — the format of the publication we produced back then and 
reproduces the best front cover of those early publications. 

We quickly lost Reg, who became Harold Wilson's Minister of Housing. 
He was followed as editor by Joan Lestor MP, until she too joined 
Wilson's government, becoming Minister for Overseas Aid. It then fell to 
me to take up the post. However | favoured ceasing publication of the 
newspaper and replacing it with a press agency that would disseminate 
news about the extreme right. It was to be some years before we could 
realise our ambition to publish a monthly magazine, a period during 
which we produced some antifascist bulletins in cooperation with a 
student called Michael Whine who was engaged in Jewish community 
defence work. 

In Birmingham Maurice Ludmer, a trade union activist who had 
undertaken pioneering work with Jagmohan Joshi, the leader of the 
indian Workers’ Association, by setting up the Campaign Against Racial 
Discrimination. (CARD). ioined. us in the press agency. nroiect. Ther. inlato 


Some of us went on to make two major TV documentaries exposing 
the shortcomings of the UK's secret services: MI5's Official Secrets and 
Spying for the Comrades. The former was banned after MI5 brought 
pressure to bear on the Independent Broadcasting Authority, but the ban 
was lifted after a national protest in defence of the programme. 

During those years we built links with other antifascists around the 
world. One was the late Swedish writer Stieg Larsson. Another was 
Lenny Zeskind of the Institute for Research and Education on Human 
Rights, the most knowledgeable investigator and historian of the US far 
right. 

Last year when a UK Independence Party MEP used the term “bongo 
bongo land" we had to laugh as we had exposed the late Conservative 
minister Alan Clark for the same racist outburst in the 1980s. 

Last year too, we revealed the serious dedication of our volunteers 
working undercover inside the far right when we published the story of 
Duncan Robertson, who died aged 49 after spending ten years in the 
midst of not only the BNP but also some of the more serious secretive 
groups such as the New Right group and the lona London Forum. 

Several such volunteers have come and gone over the past 50 years, 
contributing to Searchlight's unparalleled ability to gather intelligence 
about the far right. Others remain, bringing out the truth about those on 
the far right who stand for election and those who don't. 

After the BNP started getting a few local councillors elected in 2002, 
Searchlight cooperated with national and local antifascist organisations to 
campaign against them by exposing their racism and Nazism and 
showing that most of these councillors were useless and had no answers 
to the issues that concerned voters. 


At the same time we stepped up our investigations of the internal 
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joined by an interesting alliance led by Reg Freeson, the Labour MP, and 
supported by several people from the left who have passed away over 
the past fifty years. What was startling was who else was working with 
them in a coalition to work towards the passing of the first race relations 
legislation in Britain. They included the Conservative MP Norman St 
John-Stevas, David Steel, leader of the Liberal Party, and a number of 
trade unionists. 

And my first day in the job as research editor of Searchlight was also 
the day my second son was born. 

You will have noticed that this issue of Searchlight looks very different 
from our usual magazine. This is because it replicates — albeit with many 
more pages — the format of the publication we produced back then and 
reproduces the best front cover of those early publications. 

We quickly lost Reg, who became Harold Wilson's Minister of Housing. 
He was followed as editor by Joan Lestor MP, until she too joined 
Wilson's government, becoming Minister for Overseas Aid. It then fell to 
me to take up the post. However | favoured ceasing publication of the 
newspaper and replacing it with a press agency that would disseminate 
news about the extreme right. It was to be some years before we could 
realise our ambition to publish a monthly magazine, a period during 
which we produced some antifascist bulletins in cooperation with a 
student called Michael Whine who was engaged in Jewish community 
defence work. 

In Birmingham Maurice Ludmer, a trade union activist who had 
undertaken pioneering work with Jagmohan Joshi, the leader of the 
indian Workers’ Association, by setting up the Campaign Against Racial 
Discrimination (CARD), joined us in the press agency project. Then in late 
1974 we decided at long last to find a way to produce a monthly 
magazine. 

First we produced a one-off booklet A Well Oiled Nazi Machine. 

The title was a quote from Martin Webster, a young and violent Nazi 
activist and racist thug, who had emerged from the paramilitary 
National Socialist Movement to become a leading figure in the National 
Front. 

The booklet sold like hot cakes and in February 1975 we produced the 
first issue of Searchlight magazine. It was a bit tatty in appearance but 
everybody who read it praised its accurate account of what the far right 
in Britain and internationally was doing, publicly and in private. 

A few months later | passed over the editorship of the magazine to 
Maurice and spent the next eight years honing my investigative skills as a 
reporter on London Weekend Television's The London Programme. | 
remained chair of Searchlight, but the move gave me the opportunity to 
pursue my other interest of campaigning against corruption in local 
government and the police, and looking at how organised crime 
overlapped into British political life. 

In 1980 Maurice Ludmer suffered a stroke, at just 50 years old, and a 
year later he was dead. The team working with him in our Birmingham 
office had looked after him in this period. As well as being our editor, he 
had been elected President of Birmingham Trades Council and was at the 


Spying for the Comrades. The former was banned after MI5 brought 
pressure to bear on the Independent Broadcasting Authority, but the ban 
was lifted after a national protest in defence of the programme. 

During those years we built links with other antifascists around the 
world. One was the late Swedish writer Stieg Larsson. Another was 
Lenny Zeskind of the Institute for Research and Education on Human 
Rights, the most knowledgeable investigator and historian of the US far 
right. 

Last year when a UK Independence Party MEP used the term “bongo 
bongo land" we had to laugh as we had exposed the late Conservative 
minister Alan Clark for the same racist outburst in the 1980s. 

Last year too, we revealed the serious dedication of our volunteers 
working undercover inside the far right when we published the story of 
Duncan Robertson, who died aged 49 after spending ten years in the 
midst of not only the BNP but also some of the more serious secretive 
groups such as the New Right group and the lona London Forum. 

Several such volunteers have come and gone over the past 50 years, 
contributing to Searchlight's unparalleled ability to gather intelligence 
about the far right. Others remain, bringing out the truth about those on 
the far right who stand for election and those who don't. 

After the BNP started getting a few local councillors elected in 2002, 
Searchlight cooperated with national and local antifascist organisations to 
campaign against them by exposing their racism and Nazism and 
showing that most of these councillors were useless and had no answers 
to the issues that concerned voters. 

At the same time we stepped up our investigations of the internal 
workings of the BNP, especially its serious financial and management 
failings. We are proud to say that our revelations played no small role in 
fostering the dissent that led to major splits in the party and challenges to 
Nick Griffin's leadership. The fragmented state of Britain's far right today 
is testimony to our work. 

Over the past two years Searchlight has gained a new generation of 
supporters and is working with new writers, photographers and artists, as 
well as prominent activists in the antifascist movement and leading 
academic researchers. 

Our stand on retaining and strengthening the ‘No Platform’ policy has 
attracted wide support, including from the late Tony Benn when we 
shared a platform in a protest outside the Greek Embassy last year. 

Ray Hill, the one-time Nazi leader who famously became a Searchlight 
mole, remains a steadfast supporter, as is his son, the Rev Charlie Hill. 
Ray was one of the rare people to make a genuine conversion from the 
far right to a committed antifascist. Now in his seventies, he still 
addresses around 35 meetings a year, alerting young people to the 
danger of being sucked into the world of hate. 

Our website has developed into an active resource for our readers and 
now has a substantial readership. 

Our massive archive on fascism and organised racism is now housed at 
Northampton University where our 50th birthday is being celebrated with 
a two-day international conference on 7-8 April, attended by our many 
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undertaken pioneering work with Jagmohan Joshi, the leader of the 
Indian Workers’ Association, by setting up the Campaign Against Racial 
Discrimination (CARD), joined us in the press agency project. Then in late 
1974 we decided at long last to find a way to produce a monthly 
magazine. 

First we produced a one-off booklet A Well Oiled Nazi Machine. 

The title was a quote from Martin Webster, a young and violent Nazi 
activist and racist thug, who had emerged from the paramilitary 
National Socialist Movement to become a leading figure in the National 
Front. 

The booklet sold like hot cakes and in February 1975 we produced the 
first issue of Searchlight magazine. It was a bit tatty in appearance but 
everybody who read it praised its accurate account of what the far right 
in Britain and internationally was doing, publicly and in private. 

A few months later | passed over the editorship of the magazine to 
Maurice and spent the next eight years honing my investigative skills as a 
reporter on London Weekend Television's The London Programme. | 
remained chair of Searchlight, but the move gave me the opportunity to 
pursue my other interest of campaigning against corruption in local 
government and the police, and looking at how organised crime 
overlapped into British political life. 

In 1980 Maurice Ludmer suffered a stroke, at just 50 years old, anda 
year later he was dead. The team working with him in our Birmingham 
office had looked after him in this period. As well as being our editor, he 
had been elected President of Birmingham Trades Council and was at the 
head of the demonstration that shut down the Saltley coke depot during 
the first miners’ strike. Maurice working with Joshi had exposed the racist 
treatment of Asian women and men employed by Mansfield Hosiery and 
Imperial Typewriters. In those days Asian workers often could not turn to 
their trade unions for support because their shop stewards were members 
of the NF. The battles at Mansfield Hosiery and Imperial Typewriters were 
won, the workers gained their rights. Thus were Searchlight's links with 
the trade union movement forged in struggle. 

| left LWT in 1983 and returned to Searchlight. Since Maurice's stroke 
the magazine had been run by a strong team of volunteers, some of 
whom later worked for the two premier television current affairs 
programmes of the time, World in Action and Panorama. 

The 1980s were a very exciting time as we not only investigated openly 
far-right groups but also went behind the scenes into several ultra Tory 
groups as well the Tory Party itself. So effective was our work that certain 
people devised a plot to kidnap and kill our photographer Michael Cohen 
and myself. However one frightened conspirator turned himself in to the 
Daily Mirror and the plotters were warned off. 
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to the issues that concerned voters. 

At the same time we stepped up our investigations of the internal 
workings of the BNP, especially its serious financial and management 
failings. We are proud to say that our revelations played no small role in 
fostering the dissent that led to major splits in the party and challenges to 
Nick Griffin's leadership. The fragmented state of Britain's far right today 
is testimony to our work. 

Over the past two years Searchlight has gained a new generation of 
supporters and is working with new writers, photographers and artists, as 
well as prominent activists in the antifascist movement and leading 
academic researchers. 

Our stand on retaining and strengthening the ‘No Platform’ policy has 
attracted wide support, including from the late Tony Benn when we 
shared a platform in a protest outside the Greek Embassy last year. 

Ray Hill, the one-time Nazi leader who famously became a Searchlight 
mole, remains a steadfast supporter, as is his son, the Rev Charlie Hill. 
Ray was one of the rare people to make a genuine conversion from the 
far right to a committed antifascist. Now in his seventies, he still 
addresses around 35 meetings a year, alerting young people to the 
danger of being sucked into the world of hate. 

Our website has developed into an active resource for our readers and 
now has a substantial readership. 

Our massive archive on fascism and organised racism is now housed at 
Northampton University where our 50th birthday is being celebrated with 
a two-day international conference on 7-8 April, attended by our many 
friends old and new. 

Our trade union work through Trade Union Friends of Searchlight is 
growing and we take our stall to several trade union conferences and 
other events each year. 

Searchlight remains at the forefront in our analysis of the far right in 
Britain. We declared UKIP to be a danger to the community, while others 
were slow to recognise its racist nature. Our conclusion was based on the 
evidence of who was joining the party and being given senior positions in 
the party's hierarchy. 

Where we have been most successful recently is in exposing groups 
such as the lona London Forum, the New Right group and Generation 
Identity, with their international networks, sophisticated propaganda, 
youth recruitment and training, and their operation through bodies such 
as the Traditional Britain Group, whose tentacles spread from the Tory 
Party to the hardest of the postwar Nazi organisations. 

| am proud to say that Searchlight fifty years on remains the first line of 
defence for the antifascist movement. 

Lotta continua 
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The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group (www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic 
research and consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or 
Reality? and Far-Right.com (both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine for the opportunity to provide 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


THE BRITISH FAR right is still in disarray. Consequently, while the large-scale 
far right organisations that dominated the headlines a few years ago, 
especially the British National Party and the English Defence League, carry 
on their inexorable decline, we also see attempts developing within the 
grassroots to generate alternate configurations. This article compares and 
contrasts two such emergent groups. Firstly, it looks at the Traditional Britain 
Group, which continues its attempts to formulate nationalist themes; and 
secondly it considers the very small-scale, pugnacious group National Action 
that has developed stunts to try and attract a new youth audience. 

Both groupings can be seen to display elements of a fascist-style 
nationalist revolutionary politics, though this is stronger in National 
Action. The Traditional Britain Group revels in the ideas of potent figures 
from continental fascism, such as Julius Evola, while also courting the 
European New Right. Meanwhile, National Action draws its own 
radicalism from a combination of historic reference points, especially the 
Nazi party, as well as emulating elements found in current European 
youth groups, such as Generation Identity. What is the ongoing 
significance of these groupings, if any? 


Robert Paxton’s five stages of fascism 


One of the central analysts of fascism, Robert Paxton, developed a model 
of the ideology that identified five discrete stages in its development: (1) 
intellectual groupings; (2) establishment as a mass party; (3) entering into 
power with the aid of traditional conservative politicians; (4) exercising 
power; and (5) finally entropy and decline. Only interwar Italy and 
Germany have we ever seen fascism emerge to levels three to five. For 
the most part, fascist groups operate at the first two levels. In Britain we 


ideological fascism in 2014 


independent comment in these pages. 


Robin Tilbrook, leader of the tiny BNP- Sean Gabb, director of Libertarian Alliance, 
infested English Democrats party, speaks on civil liberty 
unsurprisingly chooses England as his subject 
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come along that change the dynamic, and allow a wider support base to 
grow. The emergence of the English Defence League in the summer of 
2009, from a local flashpoint in Luton, is a clear example here. 

Both Traditional Britain and National Action are also notable for two 
factors which give them something in common: a turn to European neo- 
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contrasts two such emergent groups. Firstly, it looks at the Traditional Britain 
Group, which continues its attempts to formulate nationalist themes; and 
secondly it considers the very small-scale, pugnacious group National Action 
that has developed stunts to try and attract a new youth audience. 

Both groupings can be seen to display elements of a fascist-style 
nationalist revolutionary politics, though this is stronger in National 
Action. The Traditional Britain Group revels in the ideas of potent figures 
from continental fascism, such as Julius Evola, while also courting the 
European New Right. Meanwhile, National Action draws its own 
radicalism from a combination of historic reference points, especially the 
Nazi party, as well as emulating elements found in current European 
youth groups, such as Generation Identity. What is the ongoing 
significance of these groupings, if any? 


Robert Paxton’s five stages of fascism 


One of the central analysts of fascism, Robert Paxton, developed a model 
of the ideology that identified five discrete stages in its development: (1) 
intellectual groupings; (2) establishment as a mass party; (3) entering into 
power with the aid of traditional conservative politicians; (4) exercising 
power; and (5) finally entropy and decline. Only interwar Italy and 
Germany have we ever seen fascism emerge to levels three to five. For 
the most part, fascist groups operate at the first two levels. In Britain we 
can see a variety of movements developing beyond talking shops and 
creating larger scale movements around themselves, such as the National 
Front in the 1970s and the British National Party in the 2000s, and more 
recently still the English Defence League. Nevertheless, even these were 
only tentative jumps from very small bands of activists into something of 
a larger scale. 

For the most part, then, fascism in Britain operates at Paxton’s level 
one, talking shops where little of wider significance happens. However, 
the aim of these groups is often to develop into larger movements, which 
sometimes are able to capture a wider support base. Currently, much of 
the potential energies for anti-immigrant and anti-EU politics, not to 
mention critiques of the political mainstream, are being hampered by the 
growth of UKIP. So for those who see their politics as offering more 
radical perspectives, the momentum of UKIP is a crucial factor hampering 
their potential growth. 

Does this mean we should ignore such marginalised groups who are 
finding little wider support? Probably not. We should be careful not to 
over-estimate their significance, but also continue to be aware of the 
ideas and activities they are developing. Radicalising events can quickly 
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Robin Tilbrook, leader of the tiny BNP- 
infested English Democrats party, 
unsurprisingly chooses England as his subject 
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Sean Gabb, director of Libertarian Alliance, 
speaks on civil liberty 


come along that change the dynamic, and allow a wider support base to 
grow. The emergence of the English Defence League in the summer of 
2009, from a local flashpoint in Luton, is a clear example here. 

Both Traditional Britain and National Action are also notable for two 
factors which give them something in common: a turn to European neo- 
fascist cultural reference points, and a focus on students. This greater 
aspiration towards intellectualism does give them a different flavour to 
groups such as the BNP and the EDL, and suggests an attempt to develop 
a far right politics in a different way to recent examples of the trend. Of 
course, whether or not these movements will ‘take off’ remains to be seen. 


Traditional Britain in 2014 


In the past few months, the Traditional Britain Group has singularly failed 
in its ambitions to develop itself into a larger network. Its regional 
Facebook pages show no signs of growth in 2014, and it cannot really 
boast of many successes since the end of last year. The most notable 
development in the network has been a day-long seminar it held on 8 
March 2014, which boasted a turnout of 60. 

One of the notable features with this event is the way it attempted to 
develop new activists, including a talk by a student based at St Andrews 
University on the history of Toryism in Britain. This discussion included 
developing the role of obscure, yet radical, figures such as Anthony Ludovici, 
a proponent of Nietzsche and eugenics writing in interwar and early post- 
war Britain. Ludovici is a remote figure, certainly, but he was a potent 
antisemite and clearly part of the intellectual history of British fascism. 

Other contributors to the seminar were familiar stalwarts of Traditional 
Britain events. Gregory Lauder-Frost discussed economic independence 
from Europe while John Kersey, a great fan of Julius Evola, explored the 
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the most part, fascist groups operate at the first two levels. In Britain we 
can see a variety of movements developing beyond talking shops and 
creating larger scale movements around themselves, such as the National 
Front in the 1970s and the British National Party in the 2000s, and more 
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only tentative jumps from very small bands of activists into something of 
a larger scale. 
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one, talking shops where little of wider significance happens. However, 
the aim of these groups is often to develop into larger movements, which 
sometimes are able to capture a wider support base. Currently, much of 
the potential energies for anti-immigrant and anti-EU politics, not to 
mention critiques of the political mainstream, are being hampered by the 
growth of UKIP. So for those who see their politics as offering more 
radical perspectives, the momentum of UKIP is a crucial factor hampering 
their potential growth. 
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Former British National Party parliamentary 
candidate Matthew Tait leads discussion on 
activating the silent majority at the 
Traditional Britain Group seminar on 8 March 


Sam Swerling (centre) former Conservative 
councillor, leading member of the Monday 
Club, secret member of the BNP and in 
touch with other far-right organisations 
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2009, from a local flashpoint in Luton, is a clear example here. 

Both Traditional Britain and National Action are also notable for two 
factors which give them something in common: a turn to European neo- 
fascist cultural reference points, and a focus on students. This greater 
aspiration towards intellectualism does give them a different flavour to 
groups such as the BNP and the EDL, and suggests an attempt to develop 
a far right politics in a different way to recent examples of the trend. Of 
course, whether or not these movements will ‘take off’ remains to be seen. 


Traditional Britain in 2014 


In the past few months, the Traditional Britain Group has singularly failed 
in its ambitions to develop itself into a larger network. Its regional 
Facebook pages show no signs of growth in 2014, and it cannot really 
boast of many successes since the end of last year. The most notable 
development in the network has been a day-long seminar it held on 8 
March 2014, which boasted a turnout of 60. 

One of the notable features with this event is the way it attempted to 
develop new activists, including a talk by a student based at St Andrews 
University on the history of Toryism in Britain. This discussion included 
developing the role of obscure, yet radical, figures such as Anthony Ludovici, 
a proponent of Nietzsche and eugenics writing in interwar and early post- 
war Britain. Ludovici is a remote figure, certainly, but he was a potent 
antisemite and clearly part of the intellectual history of British fascism. 

Other contributors to the seminar were familiar stalwarts of Traditional 
Britain events. Gregory Lauder-Frost discussed economic independence 
from Europe while John Kersey, a great fan of Julius Evola, explored the 
theme ‘was Enoch Powell right?’. Also during the day, the seminar heard 
from a variety of figures trying to develop larger movements in Britain 
around nationalist themes. In particular, Robin Tilbrook of the English 
Democrats talked on the issue of independence for England; while Paul 
Weston, formerly of the now-defunct British Freedom Party and now of 
Liberty GB, discussed the issue of ‘Establishment betrayal’. Again familiar 
topics here spanned criticism of the media, especially the BBC, and the 
culture of political correctness. Weston was also concerned with 
developing a new politics that had a mass appeal to the middle classes. 

While relative moderation was developed by such voices, the more 
clearly neo-fascist themes also found within the movement were 
presented by John Morgan, editor in Chief of Artkos Media, a publishing 
house that reprints texts by fascist authors such as: Huston Stewart 
Chamberlain, who was a key influences for the Nazis’ ideas on race and 
eugenics; post-war antisemitic conspiricists such as Francis Parker Yockey; 
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John Kersey (centre with beard), a vice president of the Traditional’ Britain Group, leads 
discussion on "was Enoch Powell right?" The seminar programme described Kersey as 
"President of European-American University, which operates in sub-Saharan Africa and 
Asia and specializes in bespoke educational solutions for high achievers" 


key figures in the post-war New Right, including Alain De Benoist and 
Alexandr Dugin; and the current crop of neo-fascist ideologues, such as 
Mark Willinger of Generation Identity. Morgan's ideas gravitated around 
the theme that liberalism had defeated ‘the right’ at the end of the 
Second World War, and so the New Right tradition was necessary in 
order to overthrow the triumph of liberalism. Decoded, this suggests a 
potent anti-liberal agenda. In particular, the term ‘right’ in his mind at 
least signifies the fascist politics of the interwar years. 

In a nutshell, then, Traditional Britain is continuing its function as a 
clearing house trying to formulate new ideas for reconfiguring British far 
right politics. Its most recent conference continued the trend of retooling 
aspects of interwar and post-war fascism, while also happily absorbing 
the ideas of eugenicists and racist philosophers into its highly radicalised 
Tory identity. Whether this will coalesce into something that genuinely 
appeals to a circle larger than the 60 who gathered on 8 March remains 
to be seen. The assorted nationalists who gathered certainly hope so. 


National Action 


In recent months, another small-scale group has also emerged, one 
combining fascist themes with a student-driven approach. We should not 
exaggerate its scale, as National Action's most significant impact to date 
has been disrupting a talk by Professor Alex Callinicos, based at Kings 
College London and active in the Socialist Workers Party. If this i is its 
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Olivia Pistun, 1 Traditional Britain committee member, and (to her right) pane OTeer 
editor of Arktos Media, back from their romantic tryst in Kiev at the hi=eight of the 
disorder. To Morgan's right is Jonathan Mason Paquette, a student of "intellectual 
history" at St Andrews University 


clearly sees the world though a conspiracy theory lens. Secondly, echoing 
ideas found in movements such as Generation Identity, it talks about the 
idea of appealing to a disgruntled generation of white British people. 
Indeed, the ideal age of its supporters is set between 15 and 29. Once 
people enter into their thirties, it claims, their best days are behind them. 

Finally, the movement draws on a number of international reference 
points to criticise recent trends in the British far right. It makes no real 
mention of the English Defence League, but does decry the British 
National Party heavily, while also claiming that the poor visual appeal, 
and amateurish presentational style of white nationalism in Britain has 
been a crucial reason for its failure among young people. National Action 
looks to the Russian neo-Nazi scene in particular, and highlights examples 
of their ‘superior’ visual style — one that in its author's estimation does 
allow it to appeal to youth radicalism. 

Two further contemporary reference points are Jobbik in Hungary and 
Golden Dawn in Greece. Both are contrasted positively with the British 
neo-Nazi culture, which is criticised for its lack of appeal among young 
people. Clearly, developments abroad at the moment in far right politics 
are seen as important to this movement. 

Interestingly, National Action has commented on the Traditional Britain 
Group too. According to its website: 

“The International New Right (Counter Currents and Generation 
Identitare for example) made a serious error when they marketed 
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Asia and specializes in bespoke educational solutions for high achievers" 


key figures in the post-war New Right, including Alain De Benoist and 
Alexandr Dugin; and the current crop of neo-fascist ideologues, such as 
Mark Willinger of Generation Identity. Morgan's ideas gravitated around 
the theme that liberalism had defeated ‘the right’ at the end of the 
Second World War, and so the New Right tradition was necessary in 
order to overthrow the triumph of liberalism. Decoded, this suggests a 
potent anti-liberal agenda. In particular, the term ‘right’ in his mind at 
least signifies the fascist politics of the interwar years. 

In a nutshell, then, Traditional Britain is continuing its function as a 
clearing house trying to formulate new ideas for reconfiguring British far 
right politics. Its most recent conference continued the trend of retooling 
aspects of interwar and post-war fascism, while also happily absorbing 
the ideas of eugenicists and racist philosophers into its highly radicalised 
Tory identity. Whether this will coalesce into something that genuinely 
appeals to a circle larger than the 60 who gathered on 8 March remains 
to be seen. The assorted nationalists who gathered certainly hope so. 


National Action 


In recent months, another small-scale group has also emerged, one 
combining fascist themes with a student-driven approach. We should not 
exaggerate its scale, as National Action's most significant impact to date 
has been disrupting a talk by Professor Alex Callinicos, based at Kings 
College London and active in the Socialist Workers Party. If this is its 
highest achievement, then currently it hardly poses a national threat. 
National Action has also distributed material on Warwick University 
campus, while claiming to consist of student activists too. It is very small- 
scale, but sets itself some larger aspirations. 

The ideology of National Action is clearly indebted to Nazism. Its 
website hosts a 13-page leaflet setting out the aims of the movement, 
which includes several quotes from Adolf Hitler. The document also 
develops some themes echoing the economic ideas of interwar British 
fascists, and discusses the ideas of the Social Credit movement that was 
popular among some radical figures in the 1930s. In particular, it links this 
theme to a racist and revolutionary agenda, and so, like the fascists who 
were attracted to Social Credit ideas in the 1930s, talks about establishing 
an alternate economic system. This is deemed as necessary in order to 
overthrow a perceived international Jewish conspiracy controlling the 
world through dominance of international finance. 

For National Action, these reference points come together to create a 
form of fascism that also develops a number of key dimensions to appeal 
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editor of Arktos Media, back from their romantic tryst in Kiev at the hi=eight of the 
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history" at St Andrews University 


clearly sees the world though a conspiracy theory lens. Secondly, echoing 
ideas found in movements such as Generation Identity, it talks about the 
idea of appealing to a disgruntled generation of white British people. 
Indeed, the ideal age of its supporters is set between 15 and 29. Once 
people enter into their thirties, it claims, their best days are behind them. 

Finally, the movement draws on a number of international reference 
points to criticise recent trends in the British far right. It makes no real 
mention of the English Defence League, but does decry the British 
National Party heavily, while also claiming that the poor visual appeal, 
and amateurish presentational style of white nationalism in Britain has 
been a crucial reason for its failure among young people. National Action 
looks to the Russian neo-Nazi scene in particular, and highlights examples 
of their ‘superior’ visual style — one that in its author's estimation does 
allow it to appeal to youth radicalism. 

Two further contemporary reference points are Jobbik in Hungary and 
Golden Dawn in Greece. Both are contrasted positively with the British 
neo-Nazi culture, which is criticised for its lack of appeal among young 
people. Clearly, developments abroad at the moment in far right politics 
are seen as important to this movement. 

Interestingly, National Action has commented on the Traditional Britain 
Group too. According to its website: 

“The International New Right (Counter Currents and Generation 
Identitare for example) made a serious error when they marketed 
themselves to the Traditional Britain Group which is not a 
nationalist organisation, but a tuxedo club. It is to these chinless 
wonders the alternative right have entrusted the street politics of 
the Sturmabteilung, as if these Tory boys will go toe to toe with the 
reds. The image and reality of what is today called nationalism are 
so separated that we have lost our motive force which is to FIGHT 
in this world and change it radically." 

Clearly, the National Action activists view their politics as the more 
radical, and have little time for the Traditional Britain circle. Moreover, the 
quote highlights the idealisation of street confrontations and violence 
that are found in this organisation. 


What does this tell us? 


To put these strands of activism within the bigger picture, all we can 
really say is that Britain's extreme right continues to be in flux. A variety 
of groupings continue to develop, each hoping to become the next big 


thing. Traditional Britain and National Action are two such groupings, and 
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exaggerate its scale, as National Action's most significant impact to date 
has been disrupting a talk by Professor Alex Callinicos, based at Kings 
College London and active in the Socialist Workers Party. If this is its 
highest achievement, then currently it hardly poses a national threat. 
National Action has also distributed material on Warwick University 
campus, while claiming to consist of student activists too. It is very small- 
scale, but sets itself some larger aspirations. 

The ideology of National Action is clearly indebted to Nazism. Its 
website hosts a 13-page leaflet setting out the aims of the movement, 
which includes several quotes from Adolf Hitler. The document also 
develops some themes echoing the economic ideas of interwar British 
fascists, and discusses the ideas of the Social Credit movement that was 
popular among some radical figures in the 1930s. In particular, it links this 
theme to a racist and revolutionary agenda, and so, like the fascists who 
were attracted to Social Credit ideas in the 1930s, talks about establishing 
an alternate economic system. This is deemed as necessary in order to 
overthrow a perceived international Jewish conspiracy controlling the 
world through dominance of international finance. 

For National Action, these reference points come together to create a 
form of fascism that also develops a number of key dimensions to appeal 
to a new support base. Firstly, it openly draws on antisemitic ideas, and 


Gregory Lauder-Frost, founder and one of three vice presidents of the Traditional Britain 
Group (right with striped tie), leads discussion on financial independence. A convicted 
thief, Lauder-Frost was political secretary of the Monday Club and vice president of the 
Western Goals Institute 


Group too. According to its wepsite: 


“The International New Right (Counter Currents and Generation 
Identitare for example) made a serious error when they marketed 
themselves to the Traditional Britain Group which is not a 
nationalist organisation, but a tuxedo club. It is to these chinless 
wonders the alternative right have entrusted the street politics of 
the Sturmabteilung, as if these Tory boys will go toe to toe with the 
reds. The image and reality of what is today called nationalism are 
so separated that we have lost our motive force which is to FIGHT 
in this world and change it radically.” 

Clearly, the National Action activists view their politics as the more 
radical, and have little time for the Traditional Britain circle. Moreover, the 
quote highlights the idealisation of street confrontations and violence 
that are found in this organisation. 


What does this tell us? 


To put these strands of activism within the bigger picture, all we can 
really say is that Britain's extreme right continues to be in flux. A variety 
of groupings continue to develop, each hoping to become the next big 
thing. Traditional Britain and National Action are two such groupings, and 
most notably both draw far more clearly on fascist ideals than the English 
Defence League ever did. Both see the development of a more complex 
ideology framing future action as crucial. National Action is particularly 
keen to trumpet its brazen antisemitism and white nationalism. Both also 
see the European New Right more generally as a relevant reference point 
in developing this new politics, and both try to court its dynamism 

What we can also say at the present time is that these groups are 
making very limited gains at best. Traditional Britain's March 2014 
conference was heralded as a success for the group, but its numbers were 
limited and its ability to develop a more sustained network is also 
minimal. Nevertheless, there does seem to be some new blood entering 
into its ranks, including from students. The more overtly radical National 
Action are also trying to appeal to a more intelligent market, relatively 
speaking, developing radical economic critiques to ground overtly racist 
sentiments. However, it too is very small-scale. 

In sum, both may well never raise their significance much beyond where 
they are at now. However, ongoing analysis of both reveals glimpses into 
the ideologies extreme nationalists are currently playing with. From these 
energies, a future, larger movement may emerge. If it does, then it will be 
far more clearly influenced by the European New Right than the previous 
large-scale movement, the English Defence League. 
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‘IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE ARE MANY ROOMS'' is one of Jesus 
Christ's most important sayings. Reading the discourse about its 
meaning suggests that Christian authorities are as united as the 
various Judean independence movements in Monty Python's Life 
of Brian. The reason this particular message comes to mind, 
however, is Bishop Richard Williamson's purchase of a new 
property that also has many rooms. 

As Searchlight readers know, we have followed Williamson's 
attempt to take over the Society of Saint Pius X, and highlighted the 
extremist antecedents and connections of those associated with him 
in this attempt. Williamson's new abode is in the Kent town of 
Broadstairs. Apparently, Williamson purchased the property via a 
tax-saving arrangement registered as The Regina Matyrum Trust 
(TRMT). Williamson is the ‘settlor’ of TRMT, which means he has 
placed the property at the disposal of the trust. Williamson has 
acted legally; the idea of special tax arrangements and property 
disposal might be a moral issue for some, but Williamson has clearly 


acted according to properly constituted statute. Alun Rowland (right), Williamson's trusted colleague and co-trustee 

The means Williamson used to purchase his new property, 
however, is interesting. According to Searchlight sources, a most people. Fr Abraham, for example, is a former SSPX member 
Frenchman named Jerome Rottat and a Mr Mathis from the USA expelled by its leader, Bishop Fellay, for attempting to undermine 
gave generous donations to fund Williamson's purchase. the society's reconciliation negotiations with the papacy. The other 
Presumably, they agree with Bishop Williamson's views, or do not trustee is the BNP supporting Alun Rowland. Clearly, Bishop 


see them as barriers to parting with their cash. At the very least, Williamson has plenty of room in his new house for these two 


Christ's most important sayings. Reading the discourse about its 
meaning suggests that Christian authorities are as united as the 
various Judean independence movements in Monty Python's Life 
of Brian. The reason this particular message comes to mind, 
however, is Bishop Richard Williamson's purchase of a new 
property that also has many rooms. 

As Searchlight readers know, we have followed Williamson's 
attempt to take over the Society of Saint Pius X, and highlighted the 
extremist antecedents and connections of those associated with him 
in this attempt. Williamson's new abode is in the Kent town of 
Broadstairs. Apparently, Williamson purchased the property via a 
tax-saving arrangement registered as The Regina Matyrum Trust 
(TRMT). Williamson is the ‘settlor’ of TRMT, which means he has 
placed the property at the disposal of the trust. Williamson has 
acted legally; the idea of special tax arrangements and property 
disposal might be a moral issue for some, but Williamson has clearly 
acted according to properly constituted statute. 

The means Williamson used to purchase his new property, 
however, is interesting. According to Searchlight sources, a 
Frenchman named Jerome Rottat and a Mr Mathis from the USA 
gave generous donations to fund Williamson's purchase. 
Presumably, they agree with Bishop Williamson's views, or do not 
see them as barriers to parting with their cash. At the very least, 
however, there is an element of hypocrisy on Williamson's part. His 
antisemitism is well attested, which, considering the ancient slander 
concerning Jewish failure to ‘render unto Caesar',? might have led 
Williamson to avoid any action that others could portray in a 
similarly negative light. 

Unsurprisingly, Williamson has chosen people from within his 
circle as fellow trustees. This behaviour is a common trait, and 
therefore of itself warrants no criticism from Searchlight. If we apply 
the biblical saying, ‘He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a 
companion of fools suffers harm’, however, we see Williamson's 
fellow trustees in different light as members of extremist 
organisations whose views are dubious at best, and abhorrent to 
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Alun Rowland (right), Williamson's trusted colleague and co-trustee 


most people. Fr Abraham, for example, is a former SSPX member 
expelled by its leader, Bishop Fellay, for attempting to undermine 
the society's reconciliation negotiations with the papacy. The other 
trustee is the BNP supporting Alun Rowland. Clearly, Bishop 
Williamson has plenty of room in his new house for these two 
characters. 

Theologians will argue about the true meanings of these biblical 
passages. Leaving academic pedantry aside and focusing instead on 
the spiritual meaning of these sayings, however, reveals a more 
troubling characteristic of Bishop Williamson. For many lay 
Christians raised in Williamson's Catholic faith, Christ's comment 
about his Father's house having many rooms is an ecumenical 
message of tolerance and inclusivity. The evidence derived from 
looking more closely at whom Williamson associates with, or 
supports, i.e. the people in his ideological ‘House’, shows that he is 
far from tolerant or inclusive. 

Alun Rowland, for example, was until recently the editor of The 
Recusant, the online publication of the various neo-Nazis, fascists 
and other extremists involved in the attempted coup within the 
SSPX last summer.* Rowland works for Her Majesty's Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC). How would the people at HRMC feel if, as our 
information suggests, Rowland used its software to publish The 
Recusant's editorial? Rowland has recently stepped down as a 
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trustee is the BNP supporting Alun Rowland. Clearly, Bishop 
Williamson has plenty of room in his new house for these two 
characters. 

Theologians will argue about the true meanings of these biblical 
passages. Leaving academic pedantry aside and focusing instead on 
the spiritual meaning of these sayings, however, reveals a more 
troubling characteristic of Bishop Williamson. For many lay 
Christians raised in Williamson's Catholic faith, Christ's comment 
about his Father's house having many rooms is an ecumenical 
message of tolerance and inclusivity. The evidence derived from 
looking more closely at whom Williamson associates with, or 
supports, i.e. the people in his ideological ‘House’, shows that he is 
far from tolerant or inclusive. 

Alun Rowland, for example, was until recently the editor of The 
Recusant, the online publication of the various neo-Nazis, fascists 
and other extremists involved in the attempted coup within the 
SSPX last summer.* Rowland works for Her Majesty's Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC). How would the people at HRMC feel if, as our 
information suggests, Rowland used its software to publish The 
Recusant's editorial? Rowland has recently stepped down as a 
trustee of St George's Educational Trust (SGET), revealed by the 
Charities Commission as linked to the neo-fascist group the 
International Third Position via Roberto Fiore.® Alan Webber has 
replaced Rowland. He teaches at the SSPX school, sports a Hitler- 
style moustache and recommends his writings. Will he be joining 
Rowland on the private forum created by Ana De Valle, the 
administrator of the Non Possumus blog, to participate in their 
discussions about undermining the SSPX? 

Fr Ramon Angles is another associate of Bishop Williamson. When 
Williamson was running the SSPX in the USA from his position as 
rector at Winona Seminary, Angles ran the society's operations in St. 
Mary's, Kansas. According to the comments Fr John Rizzo, a former 
priest of St Mary's, Angles revealed his support for Adolf Hitler to 
him via religious actions and comments unmistakable to a fellow 
priest. Eventually, Bishop Fellay removed Angles from active ministry 
after receiving too many complaints, sending him to Athlone in 


Ireland. Unfortunately, Angles continued to pose problems for the 
SSPX. He met known far-right individuals such as Robert Lane and 
Derek Holland, after which Fellay relieved Angles of all 
responsibility. Lane hosts the extreme-right website Thought Action 
Eire from his base in the Republic of Ireland, and is involved with 
the Traditional Britain Group, with which Searchlight readers will be 
familiar. Derek Holland is an extremist whose credentials reach back 
to the 1979 general election in which he stood as the National 
Front’s candidate at Cambridge. Academics have paid particular 
attention to Holland as one of the intellectual drivers of the 
International Third Position, and as a very well connected leader of 
the worldwide far right.® 

Among those enjoying room in Williamson's ‘House’ via Derek 
Holland is John Sharpe. Sharpe is a graduate of the US Naval 
Academy, following which he rose to command a submarine before 
becoming the US Atlantic Fleet's media spokesman. With Holland, 
Sharpe founded the IHS Press in September 2001. Sharpe is 
connected to the Legion of St Louis, a website that disseminates the 
antisemitic writing of Henry Ford and the founder of the National 
Front, A K Chesterton.’ In 2007, the Southern Poverty Law Center 
described the IHS Press and Legion of St Louis as ‘the most nakedly 
anti-Semitic organizations in the entire radical traditionalist Catholic 
pantheon’.® The US Navy relieved Sharpe of his command. When 
he sued Landmark Communications for over $5 million after they 
had raised his views in a news programme, the presiding judge 
granted a summary judgment in Landmark's favour, and left no 
doubt that Sharpe did ‘espouse antisemitic and racist views’. It is 
unsurprising, therefore, that among the books published by IHS 
Press is The Rural Solution: Modern Catholic Voices on Going ‘Back 
to the Land’, co-authored by none other than Bishop Williamson. 

Far more worrying, however, is the room that Williamson appears 
to have in his ‘House’ for those whose behaviour has gone far 


Bishop Williamson (left) with the Nazi apologist writer David Irving 


devices to a variety of universities, airlines and other businesses in 
the USA. Three people died and many suffered horrific injuries. 
There is no justification for such actions. Kaczynski also advocated a 
‘back to the land’ movement akin to that of groups identified by 
experts in their field as neo-fascist, such as the International Third 
Position. A Catholic priest may be able to extend forgiveness to a 
truly repentant Kaczynski, but he should not implicitly condone his 
actions by using inappropriate analogies. When Williamson stated 
that ‘The author of the Unabomber's Manifesto might have since 
become a Saint without its contents being changed by one word’, 
he gives succour to the deranged and those intent on evil actions. 
Admittedly, it is difficult to know the full impact of Williamson's 
comments. Additionally, there can be differences between intent 
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Among those enjoying room in Williamson's ‘House’ via Derek 
Holland is John Sharpe. Sharpe is a graduate of the US Naval 
Academy, following which he rose to command a submarine before 
becoming the US Atlantic Fleet’s media spokesman. With Holland, 
Sharpe founded the IHS Press in September 2001. Sharpe is 
connected to the Legion of St Louis, a website that disseminates the 
antisemitic writing of Henry Ford and the founder of the National 
Front, A K Chesterton.’ In 2007, the Southern Poverty Law Center 
described the IHS Press and Legion of St Louis as ‘the most nakedly 
anti-Semitic organizations in the entire radical traditionalist Catholic 
pantheon’.® The US Navy relieved Sharpe of his command. When 
he sued Landmark Communications for over $5 million after they 
had raised his views in a news programme, the presiding judge 
granted a summary judgment in Landmark's favour, and left no 
doubt that Sharpe did ‘espouse antisemitic and racist views’. It is 
unsurprising, therefore, that among the books published by IHS 
Press is The Rural Solution: Modern Catholic Voices on Going ‘Back 
to the Land’, co-authored by none other than Bishop Williamson. 

Far more worrying, however, is the room that Williamson appears 
to have in his ‘House’ for those whose behaviour has gone far 
beyond verbal attacks. Take, for example, Ted Kaczynski, the 
‘Unabomber’. In a 17-year period, Kaczynski sent 16 explosive 
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devices to a variety of universities, airlines and other businesses in 
the USA. Three people died and many suffered horrific injuries. 
There is no justification for such actions. Kaczynski also advocated a 
‘back to the land’ movement akin to that of groups identified by 
experts in their field as neo-fascist, such as the International Third 
Position. A Catholic priest may be able to extend forgiveness to a 
truly repentant Kaczynski, but he should not implicitly condone his 
actions by using inappropriate analogies. When Williamson stated 
that ‘The author of the Unabomber's Manifesto might have since 
become a Saint without its contents being changed by one word’, 
he gives succour to the deranged and those intent on evil actions. 

Admittedly, it is difficult to know the full impact of Williamson's 
comments. Additionally, there can be differences between intent 
and eventuality. Nowhere do we claim that Williamson is behind 
these events. Nor do we deny that he is probably horrified at the 
loss of life. But we do know that his discriminatory views attract the 
conspiracy-minded. A Freedom of Information Act request revealed 
that the FBI investigated links between Williamson's supporters at St 
Mary's, Kansas and the Oklahoma Bomber Timothy McVeigh. As 
one blogger stated, the fact that Williamson's supporters at St 
Mary's found ‘themselves having to deny any connection to 
paramilitary neo-Nazi groups, and the most heinous act of terrorism 
that has yet to occur in this country, is itself instructive’, even if 
there was no connection with McVeigh.° 

Buying a new property is a momentous occasion, and we wish 
Bishop Williamson many years in it. Perhaps this will give him time 
to ponder a little more on the import of Christ's words. Williamson's 
‘House’ seems a discriminatory, unwelcoming place. When 
Williamson eventually meets his maker, he might find all the rooms 
in his Father's house taken by the very people he excluded from his. 


1 John 14:2. 
2 Matthew 22:21. 
3 Proverbs 17:17. 


to the Land’, co-authored by none other than Bishop Williamson. 
Far more worrying, however, is the room that Williamson appears 
to have in his ‘House’ for those whose behaviour has gone far 
beyond verbal attacks. Take, for example, Ted Kaczynski, the 
‘Unabomber’. In a 17-year period, Kaczynski sent 16 explosive 


Bishop Richard Williamson 


Admittedly, it is difficult to know the full impact of Williamson's 
comments. Additionally, there can be differences between intent 
and eventuality. Nowhere do we claim that Williamson is behind 
these events. Nor do we deny that he is probably horrified at the 
loss of life. But we do know that his discriminatory views attract the 
conspiracy-minded. A Freedom of Information Act request revealed 
that the FBI investigated links between Williamson's supporters at St 
Mary's, Kansas and the Oklahoma Bomber Timothy McVeigh. As 
one blogger stated, the fact that Williamson's supporters at St 
Mary's found ‘themselves having to deny any connection to 
paramilitary neo-Nazi groups, and the most heinous act of terrorism 
that has yet to occur in this country, is itself instructive’, even if 
there was no connection with McVeigh.? 

Buying a new property is a momentous occasion, and we wish 
Bishop Williamson many years in it. Perhaps this will give him time 
to ponder a little more on the import of Christ's words. Williamson's 
‘House’ seems a discriminatory, unwelcoming place. When 
Williamson eventually meets his maker, he might find all the rooms 
in his Father's house taken by the very people he excluded from his. 


1 John 14:2. 

2 Matthew 22:21. 
3 Proverbs 17:17. 
4 See Searchlight 
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By Cato 


FOR SEVERAL MONTHS, election campaigning has been dominated 
by the presence of the UK Independence Party. Both Labour and the 
Conservatives fear losing votes to UKIP, and respond for the most 
part by pandering to UKIP’s anti-immigration rhetoric. 

Nick Clegg, the Liberal Democrat leader and Deputy Prime 
Minister, adopted the high-risk strategy of challenging UKIP leader 
Nigel Farage to debate Britain's position in Europe. After the first of 
the two debates, supporters of each considered their own side had 
come out on top. Clegg's difficulty is that while he capably argued 
that withdrawal from the EU would damage the British economy 
and cost jobs, the only aspect of EU membership that matters to 
UKIP is the free movement of people — immigration. UKIP exploits 
a primitive and ingrained “fear of strangers”, something that 
appeals to the most base human instincts, and it takes a lot of 
reasoned argument to overcome it. 

That adopting a tough stance on immigration fails to draw voters 
away from UKIP is evidenced by opinion polls that put UKIP in first 
or second place to Labour in the European election, with the 
Conservatives in third place. It is welcome therefore that Mark 
Field, the Conservative MP for the Cities of London and 
Westminster, recently called for the government to drop its 
attempts to cut immigration sharply — official figures show the 
Conservative immigration target cannot be met anyway — and 
instead start talking about its positive impact on Britain. Field 


Victory within his grasp: UKIP leader Nigel Farage 


conference, which focussed firmly on the May elections, and where 
a second slogan on display read: “Stop open door EU Immigration 
— you know it makes sense”. 

Farage, who as well as leading UKIP from 2006 to 2009 and 
again since 2010, has been co-president of the eurosceptic Europe 
of Freedom and Democracy Group in the European Parliament 
since 2009, declared on the first day of the conference: 
"Immigration has becorne the number one issue in British politics 
and open-door immigration is the issue that will dominate the 
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Field, the Conservative MP for the Cities of London and 
Westminster, recently called for the government to drop its 
attempts to cut immigration sharply — official figures show the 
Conservative immigration target cannot be met anyway — and 
instead start talking about its positive impact on Britain. Field 
warned that it was an electoral disaster to suggest that “the 
presence of settled migrant communities is somehow a historical 
mistake” and said that the relentless focus on immigration borders 
on the obsessive. 

UKIP support remains high, however, and the party is set to add 
significantly to its nine MEPs and 238 local councillors on 22 May. 
The party's 2014 spring conference on 28 February and 1 March 
heard that 2,500 candidates had so far been selected for the local 
elections. Farage will undertake a national election tour from 22 
April to 2 May and a further 300 public meetings have been 
organised in the run-up to polling day. 

The conference, held in Torquay, brought together 700 of UKIP's 
claimed 34,000 members under the banner “Love Britain, vote 
UKIP". Antifascists and the media were quick to point out that the 
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conference, which focussed firmly on the May elections, and where 
a second slogan on display read: “Stop open door EU Immigration 
— you know it makes sense”. 

Farage, who as well as leading UKIP from 2006 to 2009 and 
again since 2010, has been co-president of the eurosceptic Europe 
of Freedom and Democracy Group in the European Parliament 
since 2009, declared on the first day of the conference: 
“Immigration has become the number one issue in British politics 
and open-door immigration is the issue that will dominate the 
European elections. In scores of our cities and market towns, this 
country in a short space of time has become unrecognisable. We 
face the prospect of the largest migratory wave that has ever come 
to this country. If you believe that we should have quantity and 
quality control then vote UKIP on 22 May. It is not extremist to talk 
about immigration, it is responsible and right! Let us make 
patriotism a respectable political idea in Britain again.” 

The following day, perhaps worried about appearing racist, he 
added: “We are not against immigrants. It's time we took back 
control of our lives, our destiny and our borders. Open door 
immigration must end.” 

Unsurprisingly Farage is optimistic. “We are posing the biggest 
threat to the political establishment in modern times. Only UKIP will 
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Conservative immigration target cannot be met anyway — and 
instead start talking about its positive impact on Britain. Field 
warned that it was an electoral disaster to suggest that “the 
presence of settled migrant communities is somehow a historical 
mistake" and said that the relentless focus on immigration borders 
on the obsessive. 

UKIP support remains high, however, and the party is set to add 
significantly to its nine MEPs and 238 local councillors on 22 May. 
The party's 2014 spring conference on 28 February and 1 March 
heard that 2,500 candidates had so far been selected for the local 
elections. Farage will undertake a national election tour from 22 
April to 2 May and a further 300 public meetings have been 
organised in the run-up to polling day. 

The conference, held in Torquay, brought together 700 of UKIP’s 
claimed 34,000 members under the banner “Love Britain, vote 
UKIP". Antifascists and the media were quick to point out that the 
slogan had been recycled from the British National Party, which 
used it in 2010. It was an indication of the type of support UKIP is 
trying to attract. 

Such support brings with it a lot of skeletons in cupboards, and 
the indiscretions and plain stupidity of several UKIP councillors and 
officers have been exposed over the past few months, though the 
extent to which that affects voter support may be limited. Media 
overkill risks alienating voters who might sympathise with a party 
under constant attack. 

Nevertheless UKIP is concerned to distance itself from being 
tainted by association with extremism. To avoid selecting candidates 
who could further embarrass it, UKIP has asked all potential 
candidates to sign a form entitled “Declaration by a Candidate 
2014" which includes the line: “I do not have any skeletons in my 
cupboard". Presumably it is up to the aspiring candidates 
themselves to search their own cupboards and determine what 
might be a skeleton rather than just a few old bones. 

UKIP also claims to undertake police and Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) checks on applicants. 

Immigration was pretty much the only political issue at the 
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since 2009, declared on the first day of the conference: 
“Immigration has become the number one issue in British politics 
and open-door immigration is the issue that will dominate the 
European elections. In scores of our cities and market towns, this 
country in a short space of time has become unrecognisable. We 
face the prospect of the largest migratory wave that has ever come 
to this country. If you believe that we should have quantity and 
quality control then vote UKIP on 22 May. It is not extremist to talk 
about immigration, it is responsible and right! Let us make 
patriotism a respectable political idea in Britain again.” 

The following day, perhaps worried about appearing racist, he 
added: “We are not against immigrants. It's time we took back 
control of our lives, our destiny and our borders. Open door 
immigration must end." 

Unsurprisingly Farage is optimistic. “We are posing the biggest 
threat to the political establishment in modern times. Only UKIP will 
stand up and defend working people. Don't get mad. Get even.” 

Immigration was also a concern for Neil Hamilton, deputy 
chairman of UKIP and a National Executive Committee member 
since 2011, who stated that the working classes were the main 
sufferers of immigration. Speaking about UKIP’s 2014 European 
election campaign, he told the conference: “UKIP’s 2014 European 
election manifesto will be entitled Create an earthquake. The party 
is entitled to spend £3.2 million on the elections.” 

That will depend on whether it can raise the money. The 
conference financial appeal brought in an unpromising £2,860 — an 
average £4 from each delegate. Mark Harland from Scarborough, 
who runs the party’s Sovereign Draw lottery, announced that the 
lottery raised £7,000 in 2012, £20,000 in 2013 and £5,000 so far 
in 2014. There's a long way to go. 

Hamilton, as Searchlight has pointed out before, is a disgraced 
former Conservative MP (1983 to 1997) and member of the 
Executive Council of the Monday Club from 1972-1973, who in 
1973 addressed a conference of the fascist Italian Social Movement 
(MSI) as a representative of the Federation of Conservative 
Students. Presumably some skeletons in certain cupboards are 
acceptable to the party. 


Since last year, the 65-year-old Hamilton has been keeping UKIP's 
youngsters on the right path as joint Honorary President of UKIP's 
youth wing, Young Independence. 

Turning a few thousand pounds into £3.2 million is the task of 
Stuart Wheeler, UKIP's treasurer since 2011 and a council member 
of the Freedom Association. Educated at Eton, Wheeler, 79, made 
his fortune from pioneering spread betting and is a former major 
donor to the Conservative Party, from which he was expelled in 
2009 the day after giving £100,000 to UKIP. 

Wheeler, who last August was accused of sexism for saying 
women were “nowhere near as good as men" at games like chess, 
bridge and poker, said the party needed money for billboards, party 
election broadcasts, election addresses, Farage's national tour and 
road show, supporter recruitment and “digital outreach 
programmes” — all hardly exciting. Setting a poor example 
considering his wealth, Wheeler gave just £17,000 in cash and 
£800 in kind to his party in 2013 according to its donation returns, 
which also show that the largest single donation it received that 
year, by far, was £100,000 from a Mrs Claire Barbour. In 2012 
Wheeler gave UKIP £41,055.38 in cash and £1,500 worth of 
auction prizes. He has never matched his initial £100,000 donation 
in March 2009 followed by another £75,000 in October that year. 
Is his enthusiasm flagging? 

Another speaker outlined the party's campaign in Scotland. This 
was David Coburn, an NEC member and chairman of UKIP 
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London. Was no Scottish member available? Pointing out that 
UKIP needed 10% of the vote to win a seat in Scotland, he 
declared: “UKIP is going for the working class vote in the council 
estates of Scotland”. In 2009 UKIP got 5.2%. Scotland's current six 
MEPs consist of two Scottish Nationalists, two Labour, one 
Conservative and one Liberal Democrat. 

Pete Reeve, UKIP's local government spokesman and Eastern 
Counties regional organiser, spoke on the 2014 local elections. 
Graham Leon-Smith informed the conference that the 3,000-4,000 
members of the Senior Citizens Party, of which he is founder and 
chairman, would formally join UKIP with immediate effect. The 
party, which campaigns for greater benefits for pensioners and has 
achieved pitiful election results, previously discussed forming an 
alliance with the English Democrats. 

If conference participants were finding it hard to let go of the 
skeletons in their cupboards, they only had to go to the stand of 
Christian Soldiers — UKIP. Although the group claims to be 
“fighting through Christ for deliverance from satanic EU tyranny", 
its symbol, which includes a line drawing of a Crusader, suggests 
that the enemy in mind may be Islam more than the EU. 

Its leaflet refers to “blatant hararrasment” [sic] of Christians in 
Britain and states that UKIP opposes “same-sex gay marriage”. Is 
there any other kind of gay marriage? Its claims that Britain's 
Christian heritage is under threat from multiculturalism closely 
echo those of the BNP. Indeed one UKIP member asked the panel 


‘at a fringe meeting on sharia law in Britain: “How can you be both 


a Muslim and an Englishman?” 

If UKIP’s Christians actually took the trouble to go to church in 
many urban areas, they would see that far from immigration being 
a threat, Christianity has been strengthened and revitalised by the 
many Christian communities who have come here from Africa, the 
Caribbean, Asia and Eastern Europe. But why let truth and 
Christian unconditional love for our neighbour get in the way of 
prejudice, fear and hate? 
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Other UKIP members present 


Chris Adams (UKIP councillor and founder, 
MyUKIP.com) 


Stuart Agnew MEP 
Tim Aker (head, UKIP Policy Unit, since 2013; 
campaign director, Get Britain Out, 2012-2013 and 


grassroots co-ordinator, Tax Payers’ Alliance, 2007- 
2009) 

Jonathan Arnott (UKIP general secretary since 2008) 
Roger Arthur (UKIP Horsham) 

Victoria Ayling (UKIP councillor in East Lindsey, 
Lincolnshire; former Conservative Party 
parliamentary candidate at the 2010 general election 
and former National Front member, 1977-1979) 
Dave Barnby (author, Shoe-horned into the EU CD, 
2007) 

Amjad Bashir (UKIP Small Business Spokesman; 
UKIP Bradford and businessman) 

Derek Bennett (chairman, UKIP Walsall and 
Wolverhampton; editor, The Euro Realist newsletter; 
former UKIP NEC member, in 2000 and member, 
New Britain Party, 1990s) 

David Bevan (treasurer, UKIP Wales) 


John Bickley (UKIP parliamentary candidate at the 
Wythenshawe and Sale East by-election on 20 
February 2014) 

Roger Bird (chairman, UKIP South East; chairman, 
UKIP Surrey and former treasurer, Bow Group, 
1999-2000) 

Anthony Brown (EFD Group, European Parliament, 
Brussels) 

Paul Bullen (UKIP councillor and UKIP Group Leader 
on Cambridgeshire County Council) 


Sir George Earle (Bruges Group member) 


Suzanne Evans (UKIP communities spokesman and 
UKIP councillor on Merton Council) 


Richard Geoffrey Fairman (UKIP xouncillor on 
Lincolnshire County Council) 


Delphine Isabel Gray-Fisk (UKIP parliamentary 
candidate at the 2001, 2005 and 2010 general 
elections; member of Bruges Group, The Freedom 
Association, London Swinton Circle, Traditional 
Britain Group and who attended the second Right 
Now! magazine conference in London on 21 
October 2006 and the IONA London Forum 
meeting in London on 2 February 2013) 


Reverend Philip Foster (retired Anglican vicar; runs 
St Matthew Publishing Ltd) 


Annabelle Fuller (press officer to Nigel Farage) 
John Gill (UKIP social media officer; former 
secretary, Young Independence, and grandson of 
Christopher Gill) 

Nathan Gill (PA to John Bufton MEP since 2009) 


Julian P. G. Grainger (Bruges Group member and 
former Conservative councillor in Bromley) 


Stuart Gulleford (political adviser to Stuart Agnew 
MEP and former press officer, Campaign for an 
Independent Britain, 1998-2007) 


Christine Hamilton Voint honorary president, Young 
Independence, since 2013) 

Captain G. H. Harper (UKIP West Sussex) 

Michael Heaver (UKIP online communications 
officer; former chairman, Young Independence, 
2009-2011 and co-founder, The Ukipian blog, in 
2013) 

Roger Helmer MEP (UKIP energy and industry 
snokesman: former Conservative MEP. 1999-2012 


Paul James Oakley (chairman, UKIP Greenwich and 
Lewisham) 

Shneur Zalman Odze (UKIP Salford; UKIP candidate 
for the North West region at the 2014 European 
election, who refuses to shake hands with women 
due to his Orthodox Jewish beliefs) 

Patrick O'Flynn (UKIP director of communications, 
since 2014; UKIP member since 2012; former chief 
political commentator, Daily Express and architect of 
the newspaper's Get Britain Out of Europe 
campaign since November 2010) 

Clive Page (UKIP press officer, who was convicted in 
May 2004 for housing and council tax benefit fraud 
worth £5,486 between July 2002 and July 2003) 
Julien Parrott (UKIP councillor and chairman, Torbay 
Council) 

Alexandra Phillips (UKIP head of media, since 2013, 
who has faced allegations of making offensive 
comments on her Facebook site) 

Daryll Pitcher (UKIP councillor on the Isle of Wight) 
Dr Julia Reid (UKIP NEC member and chairman, 
UKIP Wiltshire) 

Fred Rolph (UKIP Croydon) 

Tim Scott (chairman, South Bucks UKIP) 

Allan James Shipham (UKIP Wellingborough) 
Christina Mary Simmonds (UKIP Gloucestershire) 
Dr Robert (Bob) Smith (UKIP Falmouth and 
Camborne and UKIP member since 1993): 

“We are not a party of white supremacists. Don't let 
us hear any accusations of racism directed at UKIP” 
Zac Stanton (Young Independence) 

John Tennant (political researcher to Derek Clark 
MEP, EFD Group, European Parliament, Brussels, 
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Roger Arthur (UKIP Horsham) 

Victoria Ayling (UKIP councillor in East Lindsey, 
Lincolnshire; former Conservative Party 
parliamentary candidate at the 2010 general election 
and former National Front member, 1977-1979) 
Dave Barnby (author, Shoe-horned into the EU CD, 
2007) 

Amjad Bashir (UKIP Small Business Spokesman; 
UKIP Bradford and businessman) 

Derek Bennett (chairman, UKIP Walsall and 
Wolverhampton; editor, The Euro Realist newsletter; 
former UKIP NEC member, in 2000 and member, 
New Britain Party, 1990s) 
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Paul Bullen (UKIP councillor and UKIP Group Leader 
on Cambridgeshire County Council) 

Jonathan Bullock (UKIP Northamptonshire, since 
2012 and former Conservative parliamentary 
candidate at the 2001 general election) 

Rob Burberry (UKIP'’s campaign manager for the 
2013 County Council elections) 

James (Jim) Bruce Carver (former UKIP regional 
organiser for Wales) 

David Challice (UKIP communications manager) 
Andrew H. Chapman 

Derek Clark MEP (former UKIP secretary, 2002- 
2004) 

Trevor Colman MEP (wditor, www.th-EU-nit.com) 
Dr Peter Courtney (former managing director, 
Accenture Financial Services) 

Phil Cox (UKIP Mayoral candidate in Watford, May 
2014) 

Keith Crawford (UKIP PPC for Exeter) 

Herbert Winford Crossman (UKIP Harrow West and 
former Referendum Party parliamentary candidate in 
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St Matthew Publishing Ltd) 
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secretary, Young Independence, and grandson of 
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Nathan Gill (PA to John Bufton MEP since 2009) 
Julian P. G. Grainger (Bruges Group member and 
former Conservative councillor in Bromley) 

Stuart Gulleford (political adviser to Stuart Agnew 
MEP and former press officer, Campaign for an 
Independent Britain, 1998-2007) 

Christine Hamilton (Joint honorary president, Young 
Independence, since 2013) 

Captain G. H. Harper (UKIP West Sussex) 

Michael Heaver (UKIP online communications 
officer; former chairman, Young Independence, 
2009-2011 and co-founder, The Ukipian blog, in 
2013) 

Roger Helmer MEP (UKIP energy and industry 
spokesman; former Conservative MEP, 1999-2012 
and former chairman, The Freedom Association) 
Richard Hilton (UKIP councillor on Merton Council) 
Chris Hoare (UKIP councillor in Tunbridge Wells) 
Thomas Hoof (vice-chairman, Young Independence, 
since 2014) 

Toby Horton (former UKIP parliamentary candidate 
at the Sedgefield by-election on 19 July 2007 and 
former chairman, Richmond Conservative 
Association, who defected to UKIP in 2006) 

Sean Howlett (former membership secretary, Young 
Independence) 

Diane James (UKIP councillor in Surrey and former 
UKIP parliamentary candidate at the Eastleigh by- 
election on 28 February 2013) 

Elizabeth Jones (chairman, UKIP Southwark) 

Dan Jukes (Young Independence) 

Richard Leppington (UKIP councillor on 
Gloucestershire County Council) 

Geoff Markham (chairman. Dorchester LIKIP) 


campaign since November 2010) 

Clive Page (UKIP press officer, who was convicted in 
May 2004 for housing and council tax benefit fraud 
worth £5,486 between July 2002 and July 2003) 
Julien Parrott (UKIP councillor and chairman, Torbay 
Council) 

Alexandra Phillips (UKIP head of media, since 2013, 
who has faced allegations of making offensive 
comments on her Facebook site) 

Daryll Pitcher (UKIP councillor on the Isle of Wight) 
Dr Julia Reid (UKIP NEC member and chairman, 
UKIP Wiltshire) 

Fred Rolph (UKIP Croydon) 

Tim Scott (chairman, South Bucks UKIP) 

Allan James Shipham (UKIP Wellingborough) 
Christina Mary Simmonds (UKIP Gloucestershire) 
Dr Robert (Bob) Smith (UKIP Falmouth and 
Camborne and UKIP member since 1993): 

“We are not a party of white supremacists. Don't let 
us hear any accusations of racism directed at UKIP” 
Zac Stanton (Young Independence) 

John Tennant (political researcher to Derek Clark 
MEP, EFD Group, European Parliament, Brussels, 
since 2009 and UKIP parliamentary candidate at the 
2010 general election) 

Nicholas (Nick) Tite (press officer to Derek Clark 
MEP, since 2011) 

Jeffrey Titford (former UKIP leader and MEP) 
Gawain Towler (UKIP head of media, EFD Group, 
European Parliament, since 2009 and webmaster 
England Expects blog) 

Anthony (Tony) Christopher Van der Elst (UKIP 
Bromley; former UKIP London Assembly candidate 
and co-founder, Selsdon Group in 1973) 

Piers Wauchope (UKIP NEC member; UKIP 
councillor in Tunbridge Wells and former 
Conservative parliamentary candidate at the 2005 
general election) 

Peter Whittle (founder and director, New Culture 
Forum think-tank, in 2006; columnist, Standpoint 
magazine and UKIP culture spokesman) 

Hugh M. Williams (UKIP deputy treasurer and UKIP 
NEC member, since 2010) 


Brussels) 

Paul Bullen (UKIP councillor and UKIP Group Leader 
on Cambridgeshire County Council) 

Jonathan Bullock (UKIP Northamptonshire, since 
2012 and former Conservative parliamentary 
candidate at the 2001 general election) 

Rob Burberry (UKIP’s campaign manager for the 
2013 County Council elections) 

James (Jim) Bruce Carver (former UKIP regional 
organiser for Wales) 

David Challice (UKIP communications manager) 
Andrew H. Chapman 

Derek Clark MEP (former UKIP secretary, 2002- 
2004) 

Trevor Colman MEP (wditor, www.th-EU-nit.com) 
Dr Peter Courtney (former managing director, 
Accenture Financial Services) 

Phil Cox (UKIP Mayoral candidate in Watford, May 
2014) 

Keith Crawford (UKIP PPC for Exeter) 

Herbert Winford Crossman (UKIP Harrow West and 
former Referendum Party parliamentary candidate in 
Harrow West at the 1997 general election) 

Steve J. Crowther (UKIP chairman since 2010) 
William, 10th Earl of Dartmouth MEP (UKIP 
international trade spokesman) 

James Delingpole (libertarian conservative journalist, 
broadcaster and author; executive editor, Breitbart 
London branch, since 2014; former columnist, The 
Daily Telegraph and The Spectator; Conservative 
Party and UKIP member, who failed to be selected 
as a UKIP candidate for the 2014 European election) 
Gaston A. Dezart (UKIP councillor in Bideford East) 
Torquil Dick-Erikson (Rome-based jurist since 1976) 
Jack Duffin (chairman, Young Independence, since 
2014) 

Lisa Duffy (UKIP party director, since 2010 and UKIP 
councillor in Ramsey, who runs the recently opened 
UKIP London office) 
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2013) 

Roger Helmer MEP (UKIP energy and industry 
spokesman; former Conservative MEP, 1999-2012 
and former chairman, The Freedom Association) 
Richard Hilton (UKIP councillor on Merton Council) 
Chris Hoare (UKIP councillor in Tunbridge Wells) 
Thomas Hoof (vice-chairman, Young Independence, 
since 2014) 

Toby Horton (former UKIP parliamentary candidate 
at the Sedgefield by-election on 19 July 2007 and 
former chairman, Richmond Conservative 
Association, who defected to UKIP in 2006) 

Sean Howlett (former membership secretary, Young 
Independence) 

Diane James (UKIP councillor in Surrey and former 
UKIP parliamentary candidate at the Eastleigh by- 
election on 28 February 2013) 

Elizabeth Jones (chairman, UKIP Southwark) 

Dan Jukes (Young Independence) 

Richard Leppington (UKIP councillor on 
Gloucestershire County Council) 

Geoff Markham (chairman, Dorchester UKIP) 
Gloria Martin (member: Bruges Group and The 
Freedom Association) 

Mick J. McGough (UKIP NEC member since 2010; 
treasurer, The Freedom Association; national 
executive committee member, Campaign for an 
Independent Britain and member, Bruges Group) 
Tony Mcintyre (chairman, UKIP South West) 
Winston McKenzie (UKIP Commonwealth 
spokesman; founder and chairman, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Forum, in 2013) 

Stephanie McWilliam (UKIP councillor in Cornwall) 
David Meacock (UKIP councillor on Chiltern District 
Council) 

Viscount (Christopher) Monckton of Brenchley 
Paul Nuttall MEP (UKIP deputy leader, since 2010 
and education spokesman) 
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John Tennant (political researcher to Derek Clark 
MEP, EFD Group, European Parliament, Brussels, 
since 2009 and UKIP parliamentary candidate at the 
2010 general election) 

Nicholas (Nick) Tite (press officer to Derek Clark 
MEP, since 2011) 

Jeffrey Titford (former UKIP leader and MEP) 
Gawain Towler (UKIP head of media, EFD Group, 
European Parliament, since 2009 and webmaster 
England Expects blog) 

Anthony (Tony) Christopher Van der Elst (UKIP 
Bromley; former UKIP London Assembly candidate 
and co-founder, Selsdon Group in 1973) 

Piers Wauchope (UKIP NEC member; UKIP 
councillor in Tunbridge Wells and former 
Conservative parliamentary candidate at the 2005 
general election) 

Peter Whittle (founder and director, New Culture 
Forum think-tank, in 2006; columnist, Standpoint 
magazine and UKIP culture spokesman) 

Hugh M. Williams (UKIP deputy treasurer and UKIP 
NEC member, since 2010) 

Steven Woolfe (UKIP economics spokesman and 
UKIP NEC member) 

Angharad Yeo (former Labour councillor in Kent and 
daughter of the chair of the Labour Party's National 
Executive Committee) 


David Young (UKIP PPC for Poole) 


Others attending 


Joe Louis Caruana (Integration with Britain Party, 
Gibraltar and former Minister for Public Works, 
1970-1972) 

Keith Carson Uune Press and co-founder and 
managing director, eurofacts, since 1995) 
Hermann Kelly (director of communications, EFD 
Group, European Parliament, since 2009) 


Anne Marie Waters (anti-Sharia law campaigner) 
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Sixty drunken Nazis paraded down Whitehall, harassed by antifascists and th 


e police, on 15 March, in response to an English Volunteer Force callout. The EVF were joined by other 
even smaller extremist groups, including Ulster loyalists with their flags 
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Andrew Brons, President British Democratic Party; Kevin Scott,Chair BDP; Adrian Davies, the far right's favourite 
barrister; Ann Marchini; Derek Turner, former Irish Nazi now editing upmarket far-right publications; Andrew Moffatt, 
long-time far-right fixer; Sam Swerling, Traditional Britain Group, former Tory councillor and secret BNP member; 
Gregory Lauder-Frost, TBG, Monday Club and Western Goals; Jack Buckby, ambitious wannabe youth leader; 
Jeremy(Vez) Bedford-Turner, ex-NF, organiser of lona London Forum and Bishop Williamson fan 
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Bishop Richard Williamson, outlawed by the Catholic 
Church because of his pro-fascist and anti-Jewish views 
and connected to the convicted Italian millionaire terrorist 
Roberto Fiore 


Aserow Becert 


Andrew Brons, President British Democratic Party; Kevin Scott,Chair BDP; Adrian Davies, the far right's favourite 
barrister; Ann Marchini; Derek Turner, former Irish Nazi now editing upmarket far-right publications; Andrew Moffatt, 
long-time far-right fixer; Sam Swerling, Traditional Britain Group, former Tory councillor and secret BNP member; 
Gregory Lauder-Frost, TBG, Monday Club and Western Goals; Jack Buckby, ambitious wannabe youth leader; 
Jeremy(Jez) Bedford-Turner, ex-NF, organiser of lona London Forum and Bishop Williamson fan 


Olivia Auxley, Traditional Britain Group webmaster and 
newly elected to its committee. Also going by the name 
Olivia Pistun, she is a student at the University of East 
Anglia, where she edits the philosophy department's 
newsletter, and at Lviv University in the Ukraine 


i) 


ini 


Jim Dowson, financial fixer then destroyer of the BNP. An extreme anti-abortion and far-right activist, and violent Ulster Lady Renouf, video producer and confidante of Middle 
loyalist, he now runs the Britain First Iskamophobic protest group together with Paul Golding East Jew-haters and German Nazis 
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John Kersey, one of 7 


Andrew Brons, President British Democratic Party; Kevin Scott,Chair BDP; Adrian Davies, the far right's favourite 
barrister, Ann Marchini; Derek Turner, former Irish Nazi now editing upmarket far-right publications; Andrew Moffatt, 
long-time far-right fixer; Sam Swerling, Traditional Britain Group, former Tory councillor and secret BNP member; 
Gregory Lauder-Frost, TBG, Monday Club and Western Goals; Jack Buckby, ambitious wannabe youth leader; 
Jeremy(UJez) Bedford-Turner, ex-NF, organiser of lona London Forum and Bishop Williamson fan 
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Troy Southgate, New Right Group organiser, convicted 
National Front member and musician 
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John Morgan, head of Arktos, the international Nazi 
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Writer and far-right ideologue Alex Kurtagi¢ 
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John Morgan, head of Arktos, the international Nazi 
publishing house 
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Writer and far-right ideologue Alex Kurtagi¢ 


Traditional Britain Group Chair Louis Welcomme Nick Griffin MEP, failed leader of the BNP 
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Traditional Britain Group President Lord Sudeley speaking to the BBC in January 2013 about his seventh bid for election as one of the hereditary peers who sit in the House of Lords. It 
was Lord Sudeley, then active in the Western Goals Institute, who hosted a meeting at the House of Lords for the extreme-right South African politician Clive Derby-Lewis, who is now 
serving a life sentence for his role in the assassination of Chris Hani 


Traditional Britain Group President Lord Sudeley speaking to the BBC in January 2013 about his seventh bid for election as one of the hereditary peers who sit in the House of Lords. It 
was Lord Sudeley, then active in the Western Goals Institute, who hosted a meeting at the House of Lords for the extreme-right South African politician Clive Derby-Lewis, who is now 
serving a life sentence for his role in the assassination of Chris Hani 


The inauguration of Golden Dawn 
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Two Golden Dawn banners and the Greek national flag are joined by the Mosleyite flash. Standing on the far right is Larry Whitehurst, who blogs as Jack Black. The two people to his 
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Two Golden Dawn banners and the Greek national flag are joined by the Mosleyite flash. Standing on the far right is Larry Whitehurst, who blogs as Jack Black. The two people to his 


left are believed to be Greek Nazis 


Two Golden Dawn banners and the Greek national flag are joined by the Mosleyite flash. Standing on the far right is Larry Whitehurst, who blogs as Jack Black. The two people to his 
left are believed to be Greek Nazis 


Recently retired school teacher Michael Woodbridge (second from right), long-time national socialist and frequent attender of New Right group and lona London Forum meetings 
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“A strict separation of the 
personnel of the overt from 
those of the underground 
activities is absolutely essential” 


Colin Jordan 


“A strict separation of the 
personnel of the overt from 
those of the underground 
activities is absolutely essential’’ 


Colin Jordan 
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activities is absolutely essential’ 


Colin Jordan 
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The Spanish Civil War ’ nof yor 

jomen from across Europe ‘went to fight against) 

st was a chance for ordinary people to fight back 

pression, which had been on its murderous march across Eu! 
@ Battle of Cable Street on 4 October'1936 is also an event 
found significance in the history of British anti-fascism, wt 
ple of the East End inflicted a humiliating defeat upon Sir 
ley and his British Union of Fascists by preventing him fr: 
hing through their streets. ‘ 


 12-page special, David Williams 


‘tigates the importance of both 
, talks to one of the few 
ing anti-fascists who fought 
the fascists at Cable Street 
nt to Spain, and concludes 
motivation which inspired 
ption against fascism. 
ago remain true today. 


4 6 In the thirty or so years since | began to subscribe to 
and to read Searchlight, fascism worldwide has 

mushroomed way beyond our most pessimistic 
expectations. Yet the more complex and multi- 
faceted the spread of the disease, the more 
sophisticated and intrepid this excellent magazine 
and its remarkable intelligence has become. And its 
analysis and its insight is consistently impeccable. It 
is an epic achievement — a necessary beacon of truth 
in an ever-increasingly cynical world. “ 
Mike Leigh, OBE, award-winning film and 
theatre director 


Searchlight and Gerry Gable have a long and 

illustrious record of fighting racism, going back to the 

sixties. In the fifty years I've been in Parliament | have 

come to rely on them to alert me to the machinations 

of the far right, which are possibly a bigger threat to 

stability in the UK and throughout Europe than at any 

time since the slump of the thirties." 

Lord Avebury 

é 6 In this difficult economic climate, the BNP will hope 
to exploit people's S worries, by blaming immigrants 


I'm happy to endorse the work of Searchlight 
Magazine. |'m afraid there will always be mad and 
dangerous political and/or religious fanatics. | feel 
sufficiently confident about the English mentality 
that they would never allow such fanatics to gain 
control of world renowned English traditions of 
liberal democracy but attention must constantly be 
made to keep the madman at bay. Searchlight 
Magazine has been doing this successfully and 
admirably for the last fifty years and needs constant 
support to continue its work.” 

Sir Arnold Wesker, FRSI, playwright 


4 Gg! congratulate Searchlight Magazine as it enters its 

50th anniversary in 2074. | value its excellent work. 
Racism has blighted the lives of many and it is right 
that those who perpetuate such evil must be 
exposed. Please continue the good work.” 
The Rt Hon the Lord Dholakia, PC, DL, OBE, 
Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats in the 
House of Lords 


Searchlight is both unique and excellent — a 
magazine that has over the past 50 years fought 
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sophisticated and intrepid this excellent magazine 
and its remarkable intelligence has become. And its 
analysis and its insight is consistently impeccable. It 
is an epic achievement — a necessary beacon of truth 
in an ever-increasingly cynical world. “ 

Mike Leigh, OBE, award-winning film and 

theatre director 


GG Searchlight and Gerry Gable have a long and 

illustrious record of fighting racism, going back to the 
sixties. In the fifty years I've been in Parliament | have 
come to rely on them to alert me to the machinations 
of the far right, which are possibly a bigger threat to 
stability in the UK and throughout Europe than at any 
time since the slump of the thirties.” 
Lord Avebury 


In this difficult economic climate, the BNP will hope 
to exploit people's worries, by blaming immigrants 
for example. We must do whatever we can to expose 
the BNP's rotten politics, and explain the risk they 
pose to trade unions and the solidarity we strive for. 
/ urge trade unionists to involve themselves fully in 
supporting campaigns against the far right, wherever 
and however they can.” 

Mark Serwotka, PCS General Secretary 


64 British Jews have many enemies but there are times 

when, wrongly, we think that Britain is awash with 
anti-Semitism and everyone is against us. That is why 
Searchlight is so valuable. For fifty years it has 
identified Britain's small, fascist minority as one of 
the real sources of danger. It has waged unremitting 
war against a foe which is not only the enemy of 
Jews but of all those who strive for a decent, 
respectful and egalitarian society. | would have said 
“here's to 120” but | hope against hope that 
Searchlight and its allies will have rooted out fascism 
and racism long before 2082.” 
Rabbi Dr Tony Bayfield, CBE, President, Movement 
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control of world renowned English traditions of 
liberal democracy but attention must constantly be 
made to keep the madman at bay. Searchlight 
Magazine has been doing this successfully and 
admirably for the last fifty years and needs constant 
support to continue its work.” 

Sir Arnold Wesker, FRSI, playwright 


! congratulate Searchlight Magazine as it enters its 
50th anniversary in 2014. | value its excellent work. 
Racism has blighted the lives of many and it is right 
that those who perpetuate such evil must be 
exposed. Please continue the good work.” 

The Rt Hon the Lord Dholakia, PC, DL, OBE, 
Deputy Leader of the Liberal Democrats in the 
House of Lords 


&& Searchlight is both unique and excellent — a 
magazine that has over the past 50 years fought 
against fascism and racism, and will continue to do 
so. | am delighted to endorse your work." 
Greville Janner (Lord Janner of Braunstone, QC) 


My partner Stieg Larsson worked with Searchlight 
for more than twenty years. There was a mutual 
respect for the work carried out together 
investigating Nazi and racist haters. As the longest 
running English language anti-fascist magazine 
moves towards its 50th anniversary, its long 
knowledge of the enemies of democracy makes its 
ongoing work more essential than ever.” 

Eva Gabrielsson, architect, author, political activist, 
feminist 


4 G Searchlight is fundamental to our fight against racism 
and fascism. It is an invaluable resource for us all.” 
Ken Loach, award-winning film and TV director 


For almost 50 years, Searchlight has spearheaded the 
fight against fascism at no small cost to the personal 
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66 In this difficult economic climate, the BNP will hope 
to exploit people's worries, by blaming immigrants 
for example. We must do whatever we can to expose 
the BNP’s rotten politics, and explain the risk they 
pose to trade unions and the solidarity we strive for. 
! urge trade unionists to involve themselves fully in 
supporting campaigns against the far right, wherever 
and however they can." 

Mark Serwotka, PCS General Secretary 


British Jews have many enemies but there are times 
when, wrongly, we think that Britain is awash with 
anti-Semitism and everyone is against us. That is why 
Searchlight is so valuable. For fifty years it has 
identified Britain's small, fascist minority as one of 
the real sources of danger. It has waged unremitting 
war against a foe which is not only the enemy of 
Jews but of all those who strive for a decent, 
respectful and egalitarian society. | would have said 
“here's to 120” but | hope against hope that 
Searchlight and its allies will have rooted out fascism 
and racism long before 2082." 
Rabbi Dr Tony Bayfield, CBE, President, Movement 
for Reform Judaism 
4 Those of us who have been involved in race relations 
from the earliest days know of the work of this 
magazine and have valued it over a long period of 
time. We would not like to see this magazine fail 
because of lack of funds. It has done substantial 
good identifying the racist and fascist groups and 
also helping those who want to counteract the 
propaganda with information and assistance. | 
would like it to go on and continue the work it has 
been doing.” 
The Baroness Flather, JP DL FRSA 


Searchlight is both unique and excellent — a 
magazine that has over the past 50 years fought 
against fascism and racism, and will continue to do 
so. | am delighted to endorse your work." 

Greville Janner (Lord Janner of Braunstone, QC) 


4 6 My partner Stieg Larsson worked with Searchlight 
for more than twenty years. There was a mutual 
respect for the work carried out together 
investigating Nazi and racist haters. As the longest 
running English language anti-fascist magazine 
moves towards its 50th anniversary, its long 
knowledge of the enemies of democracy makes its 
ongoing work more essential than ever.” 

Eva Gabrielsson, architect, author, political activist, 
feminist 


Searchlight is fundamental to our fight against racism 
and fascism. It is an invaluable resource for us all." 
Ken Loach, award-winning film and TV director 


4 6 For almost 50 years, Searchlight has spearheaded the 
fight against fascism at no small cost to the personal 
lives of its workers. It is imperative that their 
intelligence work in particular is sustained and 
strengthened when fascism is on the rise again under 
cover of electoral democracy." 

A. Sivanandan, political philosopher and activist 


As an organization whose members fought a bitter 
war against fascism and Nazism, the Association of 
Jewish Ex-Servicemen and Women (AJEX) has 
supported the work of Searchlight from its beginning. 
May it continue to expose fascists and racists 
everywhere.” 

Jacques Weisser, Executive Director, AJEX 
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6 6 The need to organise against the fascists will never 
go away and so GMB will continue its work with 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight and continue its 
total opposition and intolerance to all forms of 
hatred and cruelty towards people.” 
Paul Kenny, GMB General Secretary 


| first started distributing Searchlight magazine in the 
United States in 1983, and started writing for it in 
1988. It has stayed the best, most authoritative 
publication of its type over all those decades. The 
simple fact that it has stayed true to the cause of 
anti-racism and anti-fascism, and come out month 
after month, in a world where politics and publishing 
are often fickle and fanciful is a testament to the 
magazine and its publisher, Gerry Gable. Without 
this magazine, the world would be a poorer place, 
and we all need to do our part to help support it. We 
all owe Searchlight a great debt.” 

Leonard Zeskind, award-winning author and 
president of the Institute for Research & Education on 
Human Rights, Kansas City, USA 


@ @ When many are blinkered, Searchlight shines a light 


and justice in today's world.” 


Tayo 


Aluko, writer, performer, producer 


The rise of the far right and in particular the electoral 
gains made by the BNP make the work the NUT does 
with Searchlight all the more important at this time. 
Racists and fascists cannot be allowed to peddle their 
pernicious messages unchallenged. The Union is 
affiliated to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight at a 
national level. | would urge Associations to consider 
local affiliation.” 

Christine Blower, NUT General Secretary 


Searchlight has for nearly 50 years exposed the 
sinister and subversive activities of right-wing 
extremists by careful research and by vigorous 
campaigning journalism. It deserves the support of all 
decent people in its courageous defence of civilised 
values in our dangerous world.” 

Sir Geoffrey Bindman, Solicitor 


It is impossible to exaggerate Searchlight's 
contribution. Over the years, Searchlight has 
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66’ first started distributing Searchlight magazine in the 

United States in 1983, and started writing for it in 
1988. It has stayed the best, most authoritative 
publication of its type over all those decades. The 
simple fact that it has stayed true to the cause of 
anti-racism and anti-fascism, and come out month 


after 


month, in a world where politics and publishing 


are often fickle and fanciful is a testament to the 
magazine and its publisher, Gerry Gable. Without 
this magazine, the world would be a poorer place, 
and we all need to do our part to help support it. We 
all owe Searchlight a great debt.” 

Leonard Zeskind, award-winning author and 
president of the Institute for Research & Education on 
Human Rights, Kansas City, USA 


When many are blinkered, Searchlight shines a light 
on the activities and utterings of racists of all kinds. 
It defends liberal democracy against those who are 
convinced that they know better." 

Colin Shindler, Emeritus Professor, SOAS, University 
of London 


6 ¢' have been a regular reader of Searchlight for the 
past 27 years. During that time | have found 
Searchlight's coverage and analysis of the far right in 
the UK and the rest of the world to be invaluable. As 
fascism shifts in appearance and ideology, the work 
of Searchlight remains essential reading for any 
committed anti-fascist and anti-racist.” 


John 


Pandit, founder member of the Asian Dub 


Foundation 


Since the 1970s, | have always regarded Searchlight 
as the most important journal of intelligence about 
fascists and neo-nazi organisations in the UK. | have 
worked with some of the key people around 


Searchlight including the Editor, whose long history in 
investigative reporting has kept the light permanently 
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with Searchlight all the n more important at this time. 
Racists and fascists cannot be allowed to peddle their 
pernicious messages unchallenged. The Union is 
affiliated to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight at a 
national level. | would urge Associations to consider 
local affiliation.” 

Christine Blower, NUT General Secretary 


GG ocrcistt has for nearly 50 years exposed the 
sinister and subversive activities of right-wing 
extremists by careful research and by vigorous 
campaigning journalism. It deserves the support of all 
decent people in its courageous defence of civilised 
values in our dangerous world.” 
Sir Geoffrey Bindman, Solicitor 


It is impossible to exaggerate Searchlight's 
contribution. Over the years, Searchlight has 
provided a unique service, not just in monitoring the 
actions of the far-right but in providing analyses of 
consistently high quality. If the threat of fascism is 
less serious in the United Kingdom than in some 
other European countries, then Searchlight should 
take much credit. But, as Searchlight has always 
warned, we should never be complacent. May it 
continue its valuable work for years to come!" 
Michael Billig, Professor of Social Sciences, 
Loughborough University 


Searchlight has long played a crucial role in exposing 
the true nature of racism and fascism and the 


activities of the BNP and other far-right groups. It is 
important that union branches affiliate and give it all 
the practical help and assistance they can.” 

Bob Crow, RMT General Secretary 


| have been familiar with Searchlight magazine for 
many years and greatly appreciate the powerful stand 
it has taken against racism and fascism. Searchlight 
magazine's highly informed perspective has been 
crucial in mobilising political and trade union support 


Human Rights, Kansas City, QsA 


When many are blinkered, Searchlight shines a light 
on the activities and utterings of racists of all kinds. 
It defends liberal democracy against those who are 
convinced that they know better.” 

Colin Shindler, Emeritus Professor, SOAS, University 
of London 


66! have been a regular reader of Searchlight for the 

past 27 years. During that time | have found 
Searchlight's coverage and analysis of the far right in 
the UK and the rest of the world to be invaluable. As 
fascism shifts in appearance and ideology, the work 
of Searchlight remains essential reading for any 
committed anti-fascist and anti-racist.” 


John 


Pandit, founder member of the Asian Dub 


Foundation 


Since the 1970s, | have always regarded Searchlight 
as the most important journal of intelligence about 
fascists and neo-nazi organisations in the UK. | have 
worked with some of the key people around 
Searchlight including the Editor, whose long history in 
investigative reporting has kept the light permanently 
on these racists and violent reactionaries as well as 
exposing transatlantic organised crime, corrupt MPs 
and bent coppers. Searchlight is an important and key 
journal in the struggle. “ 

Gavin MacFadyen, director, Centre for Investigative 
Journalism 


ia 4 Searchlight has quietly been at the forefront of the 

anti-fascist struggle for decades. Like a gentle flower 
that has the ability to burst through concrete, their 
work remains one of the most effective weapons in 
the armoury of those who fight for equality, peace 
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It is impossible to exaggerate Searchlight's 
contribution. Over the years, Searchlight has 
provided a unique service, not just in monitoring the 
actions of the far-right but in providing analyses of 
consistently high quality. If the threat of fascism is 
less serious in the United Kingdom than in some 
other European countries, then Searchlight should 
take much credit. But, as Searchlight has always 
warned, we should never be complacent. May it 
continue its valuable work for years to come!" 
Michael Billig, Professor of Social Sciences, 
Loughborough University 


EQocvciert has long played a crucial role in exposing 
the true nature of racism and fascism and the 
activities of the BNP and other far-right groups. It is 
important that union branches affiliate and give it all 
the practical help and assistance they can." 
Bob Crow, RMT General Secretary 


| have been familiar with Searchlight magazine for 
many years and greatly appreciate the powerful stand 
it has taken against racism and fascism. Searchlight 
magazine's highly informed perspective has been 
crucial in mobilising political and trade union support 
against the extreme right and thus plays a vital role in 
defending democracy and freedom in this country." 
Alf Dubs (Lord Dubs) 


A é Every democratic society must have investigative 
journalists who can probe and expose the far right. 

This is an imperative. In Britain Searchlight has been 
doing this job with immense skill and dedication for 
fifty years. We should all feel greatly indebted to its 
journalists and hope and pray for another fifty years 
like the first fifty.” 

Gavin Millar QC, Doughty Street Chambers 
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Cathy Pound Secretary; and Brian Richardson, UAF Assistant Secretary. Photo: Cathy Pound 
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Brendan Barber, then general secretary of the TUC (centre) visits Searchlight's stall at TUC 2012 
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Frances O'Grady (offering Crow sun cream for his head) 
and Len McCluskey (right) 
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Unions must lead 


anti-BNP fightback 


THE NAZI BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
believes it is on the edge of a major 
breakthrough, which will bring it from the 
margins of British political life into the 
mainstream. Working on the basis that 
the BNP scored high votes in some areas 
in the 2001 General Election, they are 
confident — if nothing gets in their way ~ 
that they will get people elected in the 
local council elections in May 2002. 
We have been warned; nazis will be 
sitting in council chambers in 2002 
unless anti-fascists stop them. 

In the 2001 General Election the BNP 
gained high votes, most notoriously in 
Oldham West and Royton where 12,000 
people voted for party fiihrer Nick Griffin, 
who secured 16.4% of the vote on the 
back of weeks of racial violence. In 
neighbouring Oldham East and 
Saddleworth, the BNP took 11% of the 
vote and in nearby Burnley — later to also 
be the scene of days of racist violence - 
the BNP polled 11.25% of the vote. In 
some individual wards, which the BNP 
are particularly targeting for local council 
elections, the BNP obtained between 25% 
and 50% of the vote. In total the BNP 
gained an average 3.9% of the vote, saving 
its deposits in five seats and missing the 
5% deposit threshold in another seven 
seats by less than 1% of the vote, Between 
the 33 BNP candidates 47,195 people 
voted for the fascist party. 

The Oldham vote was gained against a 
backdrop of rising racial violence in the 
town, which culminated on 26 May, with 
fascist and football hooligan inspired 
violence and a riot in the predominantly 
Asian district of Glodwick. The fallout 
from these events created a ripple effect 
with the north-west seeing significantly 


higher BNP votes than in most of the rest 
of Britain. 

However, it would be dangerously 
complacent to think the BNP problem is 
only a north-west problem. The BNP also 
did well in some other parts of the 
country. In Bradford North they polled 
4.61% and in Dewsbury 4.5%. In the West 
Midlands the BNP secured 4.72% in 
Dudley North and 4.48% in West 
Bromwich West. In East London the BNP 
saved its deposit in both the Barking and 
Poplar & Canning Town constituencies. In 
Dagenham, the BNP failed to save its 
deposit by a couple of votes. 

There were some places where the BNP 
did not do so well. They scored a derisory 
vote in Newport West in Wales where they 
received only 0.79% of the vote. Ex-party 
leader John Tyndall scored only 1.69% of 
the vote in Mitcham and Morden and in 
nearby Croydon Central former National 
Front and Ku Klux Klan activist, Linda 
Miller, received only 1% of the vote. 

However, generally the BNP did very 
well. Along with their increased vote in 
recent years we have also seen their 
membership increase steadily. 


What should be done? 

Searchlight is telling supporters that the 
BNP vote, which needs to be viewed in 
political and historical context could 
mark the beginning of the fascists gaining 
a foothold in British political life. The 
BNP obtained the vote that they did 
because they addressed people who feel 
that no political party represents them 
and offered them a scapegoat for their 
problems. Blaming black people, Jews 
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East London Unions Fight Back 
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In 1991 the Export Credit Guarantee 
Department (ECGD) was located at Ludgate 
Circus in the City of London, For the majority 
of our members, the BNP and National Front 
seemed somehow remote, tiny splinter ultra 
right groupings of no significance. Clearly our 
members who lived in areas where neo-nazis 
operated knew differently as did some of our 
Jewish members, aware of the widespread 
desecration of family graves in suburban 
cemeteries. For most of us however it all 
seemed somewhat unreal. 

In August that year the Department was 
relocated to Harbour Exchange at the centre of 
the Isle of Dogs. Reality was exposed and that 
reality was shocking. Looking south, a stones 
throw from the office windows, was the ward 
represented on Tower Hamlets Council by 
Dereck Beackon of the BNP, Evidence of their 
presence surrounded us. Lamp posts and bus 
shelters were defiled by neo-nazi stickers, vile 
graffiti abounded, This was our new 
workplace and we did not like it. In particular 
our black members felt angry and vulnerable, 
The unions met management to express our 
extreme disquiet and anger at the situation in 
which we had suddenly found ourselves, 
through no choice of our own. The response 


was predictable, They of course deplored 
racism but really there was nothing to worry 
about. The BNP were just a few weirdos in a 
remote corner of the island and posed no 
threat. Our black members were not comforted 
by this response. 

The ECGD unions then contacted Searchlight 
and told them of our concerns. A meeting was 
soon arranged; representatives from 
Searchlight came to Harbour Exchange Tower 
and provided us with a detailed background 
to the neo-nazi activities on the Isle of Dogs. 
They made it abundantly clear that neo-nazi 
activity was certainly not confined to a few 
wierdos in a remote corner. There was a 
substantial network of both BNP and NF 
activists operating throughout the island 
and through much of the East End. We were 
shown photographs of most of these nazis, 
many of whom had substantial criminal 
records ranging from assault and grievous 
bodily harm through to sexual attacks and 
pacdophilia. We were also given advice on 
improvements to security which we could 
negotiate with our management, many of 
which were eventually agreed. Since that first 
meeting the ECGD unions and Searchlight 
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THE NAZI BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
believes it is on the edge of a major 
breakthrough, which will bring it from the 
margins of British political life into the 
mainstream. Working on the basis that 
the BNP scored high votes in some areas 
in the 2001 General Election, they are 
confident — if nothing gets in their way 
that they will get people elected in the 
local council elections in May 2002. 
We have been warned; nazis will be 
sitting in council chambers in 2002 
unless anti-fascists stop them. 

In the 2001 General Election the BNP 
gained high votes, most notoriously in 
Oldham West and Royton where 12,000 
people voted for party fiihrer Nick Griffin, 
who secured 16.4% of the vote on the 
back of weeks of racial violence. In 
neighbouring Oldham East and 
Saddleworth, the BNP took 11% of the 
vote and in nearby Burnley — later to also 
be the scene of days of racist violence — 
the BNP polled 11.25% of the vote. In 
some individual wards, which the BNP 
are particularly targeting for local council 
elections, the BNP obtained between 25% 
and 50% of the vote. In total the BNP 
gained an average 3.9% of the vote, saving 
its deposits in five seats and missing the 
5% deposit threshold in another seven 
seats by less than 1% of the vote. Between 
the 33 BNP candidates 47,195 people 
voted for the fascist party. 

The Oldham vote was gained against a 
backdrop of rising racial violence in the 
town, which culminated on 26 May, with 
fascist and football hooligan inspired 
violence and a riot in the predominantly 
Asian district of Glodwick, The fallout 
from these events created a ripple effect 
with the north-west seeing significantly 


higher BNP votes than in most of the rest 
of Britain. 

However, it would be dangerously 
complacent to think the BNP problem is 
only a north-west problem. The BNP also 
did well in some other parts of the 
country. In Bradford North they polled 
4.61% and in Dewsbury 4.5%, In the West 
Midlands the BNP secured 4.72% in 
Dudley North and 4.48% in West 
Bromwich West, In East London the BNP 
saved its deposit in both the Barking and 
Poplar & Canning Town constituencies. In 
Dagenham, the BNP failed to save its 
deposit by a couple of votes. 

There were some places where the BNP 
did not do so well. They scored a derisory 
vote in Newport West in Wales where they 
received only 0.79% of the vote. Ex-party 
leader John Tyndall scored only 1.69% of 
the vote in Mitcham and Morden and in 
nearby Croydon Central former National 
Front and Ku Klux Klan activist, Linda 
Miller, received only 1% of the vote. 

However, generally the BNP did very 
well. Along with their increased vote in 
recent years we have also seen their 
membership increase steadily, 


What should be done? 

Searchlight is telling supporters that the 
BNP vote, which needs to be viewed in 
political and historical context could 
mark the beginning of the fascists gaining 
a foothold in British political life. The 
BNP obtained the vote that they did 
because they addressed people who feel 
that no political party represents them 
and offered them a scapegoat for their 
problems. Blaming black people, Jews 
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In 1991 the Export Credit Guarantee 
Department (ECGD) was located at Ludgate 
Circus in the City of London, For the majority 
of our members, the BNP and National Front 
seemed somehow remote, tiny splinter ultra 
right groupings of no significance. Clearly our 
members who lived in areas where neo-nazis 
operated knew differently as did some of our 
Jewish members, aware of the widespread 
desecration of family graves in suburban 
cemeteries. For most of us however it all 
seemed somewhat unreal, 

In August that year the Department was 
relocated to Harbour Exchange at the centre of 
the Isle of Dogs. Reality was exposed and that 
reality was shocking. Looking south, a stones 
throw from the office windows, was the ward 
represented on Tower Hamlets Council by 
Dereck Beackon of the BNP. Evidence of their 
presence surrounded us. Lamp posts and bus 
shelters were defiled by neo-nazi stickers, vile 
graffiti abounded. This was our new 
workplace and we did not like it. In particular 
our black members felt angry and vulnerable, 
The unions met management to express our 
extreme disquiet and anger at the situation in 
which we had suddenly found ourselves, 
through no choice of our own. The respon: 
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was predictable, They of course deplored 
racism but really there was nothing to worry 
about. The BNP were just a few weirdos in a 
remote corner of the island and posed no 
threat. Our black members were not comforted 
by this response. 

The ECGD unions then contacted Searchlight 
and told them of our concerns. A meeting was 
soon arranged; representatives — from 
Searchlight came to Harbour Exchange Tower 
and provided us with a detailed background 
to the neo-nazi activities on the Isle of Dogs. 
They made it abundantly clear that neo-nazi 
activity was certainly not confined to a few 
wierdos in a remote corner. There was a 
substantial network of both BNP and NF 
activists operating throughout the island 
and through much of the East End, We were 
shown photographs of most of these nazis, 
many of whom had substantial criminal 
records ranging from assault and grievous 
bodily harm through to sexual attacks and 
pacdophilia. We were also given advice on 
improvements to security which we could 
negotiate with our management, many of 
which were eventually agreed. Since that first 
meeting the ECGD unions and Searchlight 
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Fascists target trade unions 


Since our last newsletter there have been a 
number of incidents of trade unionists being 
targeted for fascist hate mail or telephone 
threats. A branch office of UNISON in North 
West London has had particularly vicious and 
obscene threats left on the branch 
answerphone. The perpetrators claimed to be 
Combat 18, who have found time to do this 
even though a large number of their followers 
are currently involved in deep and meaningful 
discussions with the judiciary! 

Another eagle eyed TUFS supporter from the 
PTC sent us a copy of a fascist leaflet which 
they were unfortunate enough to be the 
recipient of at home. The leaflet was 
‘published’ by the Surrey Border Front in the 
Croydon area of London, This is an area not 
unknown to us as it has a number of key 
nazis active there, although again it is a 
suprise that they can find time away from 
their internal power struggles to distribute 
such rubbish. 

In another London local authority, TUFS 
notified the UNISON branch that leaflets from 
Lady Jane Birdwood’s ‘Choice’ organisation 
had been found in one of the borough's 
libraries. Swift action has had these removed 
and union members have been alerted to this 
type of threat. 


An MSF officer in Scotland was the victim of a 

particularly nasty death threat published in the 

veteran nazi Colin Jordan's tatty hate sheet 

‘Gothic Ripples’. TUFS notified the individual 

and the national union, who swung rapidly into 

action, we now await developments with interest. 

What you can do if you are harassed 

by fascists 

If you are unfortunate enough to receive 

threatening or malicious communications from 

suspected fascist sources there are some basic 

rules to follow, 

1) Keep the originals of all written materials. 

2) Keep the answerphone tapes. 

3) Notify the police. 

4) Notify Searchlight. 

5) Notify your union branch or national 
officials. 


6) Raise the issue within your union branch. 
Searchlight has substantial experience in 
dealing with fascist threats, and will treat all 


28 | Searchlight | April 2014 


information in the strictest confidence. Further 
information on dealing with hate mail can be 
found in the Searchlight community hand- 
book, When hate comes to town, which all 
TUFS affiliates receive on joining. 


TUFS aims and objectives 

1) To create a two way dialogue between 
TUFS and the unions. 

2)To allow unions to discuss issues of 
racism and fascism in a non-sectarian 
way and therefore to share similar 
problems and solutions. 

3) To actively campaign within the unions 
and wider labour movement for positive 
and practical ways in which to fight 
racism and fascism within the workplace 
and community. 

4)We envisage building on our closer 
relationship with individual trade union 
branches across the country who we 
believe should be an integral part of any 
serious community based anti racist/anti 
fascist initiative. 

5) We are not an alternative to other national 
anti racist/anti fascist groups, who have a 
more general brief. Our sole aim is to 
work within the trade union movement 
and we see this as complimentary to 
existing groups working within this arena. 


What you can do as a Trade Union 
Friend of Searchlight 

1) Get your branch to send us information on 
racist and fascist activity in your area. 

2) Invite a Searchlight speaker to address your 
branch or committee meeting. 

3) Encourage your branch to take practical 
action against racism and fascism. 

4) Send us copies of motions/policies that your 
branch has passed on racism and fascism. 

5) Hire the Searchlight Educational Trust 
exhibition for your meetings and conferences, 
6) Contribute to the TUFS newsletter. 


TUFS: The next step 

A year after our launch it is time to appraise 
our work and to look to the future, This year 
has been a great success in many ways. This 
success has been greatly helped by the work 
and encouragement of many of our affiliates 
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Next year the country will go to the polls for 
the European Parliamentary elections. For the 
first time the electorate will be voting under a 
system of proportional representation 

Alongside the mainstream political parties, 
this time round we will be subjected to the 
rantings of the British National Party, 


The BNP are unlikely to gain the percentage of 


votes required to have any success, however 
the lure of publicity is too good an opportunity 
for them to miss 

The change of leadership within the BNP, 
coupled with internal disputes and inept street 
activists, will lead to a change in electoral 
tactics. No longer will we see teams of thugs 
patrolling our streets posing as able 
election workers. Gone will be the provocative 
march and staged rallies. This time around we 
will see BNP television and radio broadcasts 
and the distribution of 6 to 8 million leaflets by 
the postal service. 
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The Euro-elections will see the largest mailout 
by any right wing nationalist party in British 
history, even dwarfing the National Front 
election campaigns of the Seventies. The BNP 
believe that a mail out on such a large scale 
will generate over 10,000 enquiries. After their 


1997 election campaign, the BNP claimed to 
have received 3500 enquiries. 

To qualify for an election broadcast, and free 
delivery of material via the postal service, the 
BNP will have to stand a complete slate of 8 to 
10 candidates in three different constituencies. 
London, West Midlands and the Northwest 
will probably be the BNP’s _ target 


constituencies with the possible addition of 


Yorkshire and Humberside. 

The BNP plan to co-ordinate their campaign 
from temporary office accommodation. To 
finance their election activities, they have 
launched a £50,000 election appeal through 
the pages of Spearhead and British 
Nationalist. If they can raise the money, it will 
go some way to offsetting the logistical 
problems they would otherwise face, For 
example they would not have to rely on 
volunteers to undertake the bulk of the work. 
Yet again trade unionists within the media and 
postal service will be expected to overcome 
their abhorrence of far right politics and assist 
the BNP in their election campaign 


We are sure that many trade unionists are not 

happy at this prospect, whether delivering 
continued pp» 

The Stephen Lawrence 


Family Campaign address a 
meeting of trade unionists 
outside the Lawrence Inquiry 
earlier this year. The meeting 
was held as part of a trade 
union day of action 

The Lawrence Inquiry is 
reconvening for its second 
sitting in September. 
Searchlight and other anti- 
racist organisations are 
submitting evidence. 
Searchlight's evidence to the 
Inquiry shows how the BNP 
stoked the fires of racism in 
South-East London. 

Stephen Lawrence was 
murdered in Eltham in April 
1993. To date his killers have 
not been brought to justice. 
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BANNER THEATRE - Entertainment for a change! SNIDE REMARKS - a rock and roll band from 

It is the 40th Anniversary of Banner Theatre. Middlesbrough with an original set of high 

Their songs and stories of struggle continue to energy songs that keep audiences on their toes! 
inspire comrades everywhere. THE HURRIERS - Barnsley’s very own, responsible 
LIVE MUSIC for this year’s ‘Battle of Orgreave’ anthem “Truth 
OMAR PUENTE & FRIENDS - “a classical and Justice”. A proper Socialist Punk band. 

violinist with a heart that beats with a Cuban rhythm, THEE FACTION - Thee Faction are the Redskins 

a soul that is African, and a home in West Yorkshire” meet Dr Feelgood; Revolutionary Socialism at it’s 
(WOMAD) very best! 

SEAN TAYLOR - Springsteen and Taylor are WESTERN PROMISE - One of Liverpool's best live 
cheering my day...brilliant, stunning songs.” bands to have supported the Hillsborough fight 
(Mike Harding) for justice for many years. 


CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES - with the Action Space Mobile artists from Barnsley - Bouncy Castle - A Safe Play 
Area Five-Aside Football Match for kids and more. ACOUSTIC SOLO / EXHIBITION TENT - Louise Distras - 
Quiet Loner - Bruce Tality - Joe Solo - Ray Hearne - Martin Black plus Martin Jenkinson's photograph 
exhibition - paintings by Yvette Vanson. GOOD FOOD - Please feel free to bring your own picnics, or enjoy a 
range of good food. REAL ALE - bar from Mexborough Imperial Club & Brewery, plus a special Orgreave 30th 
Anniversary Brew. STALLS - we will be welcoming stalls from the trade union movement and left activists. 
ORGANISED BY - Orgreave Truth and Justice Campaign & Justice for Mineworkers Campaign 
www.otjc.org.uk email: orgreavejustice@hotmail.com pics: martin jenkinson, john harris/reportdigital.co.uk 
ken wilkinson design: kevin hayes 
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TUC general secretary Frances O'Grady (right) speaks to Searchlight editor Gerry Gable and Searchlight's trade union 
liaison officer Cathy Pound at the Searchlight stall at TUC 2013 (TUC official photo) 
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MAURICE LUDMER WAS an exceptional human being. His 
ideas were formed in the political cauldron of Europe as the 
Second World War ended. Stationed in France he lived in a 
grand chateau that had been seized from a wartime French 
collaborator and occupied by members of the Maquis, the 
French Resistance. He learned from these heroes the reality 
of opposing fascism and saw what fascism led to when he 
visited Belsen concentration camp. 

After a year he returned to the UK as a Communist with a 
firm determination to prevent such atrocities every happening 
again and at a young age a man with a vast appetite for 
learning. So he set out on a path as a writer, trade unionist, 


lover of music and the arts; he also married and raised a family. 


Before it was fashionable to forge cross-community links, he 
formed an alliance with Jagmohan Joshi, the leader of the 
Indian Workers’ Association, and helped start the Campaign 
Against Racial Discrimination (CARD). 

They were soon challenged to take up the cause of strikers 
for workers’ rights in two Midlands companies, Mansfield 
Hosiery in 1972 and Imperial Typewriters in 1974, where racist 
employers were supported by shop stewards who were 
members of the National Front, and Asian families suffered 
miserable lives. The success of these two campaigns is part of 
the history of Britain's Asian community as well as of the trade 
union movement. Even today when Searchlight speakers visit 
the Midlands we are warmly greeted by the grandchildren of 
the strikers who honour the names of both Joshi and Maurice. 


picketing Saltley 
Coke Depot. The 
mass picket, which 
became known as 
the Battle of Saltley 
Gate, forced the 
closure of the gates 
of the depot and was 
a turning point in 

the strike. 

Burnt out following 
an injury received 
while observing a 
fascist march in the 
Midlands and from 
working very long 
hours, Maurice 
suffered a stroke in 
1980 and died a year 
later. Joshi also died 
within a couple of months. 

Maurice left the trade union and anti-fascist movements some 
words of wisdom that we should think about and discuss today. 


“\N/e need anti-racists to 
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lover of music and the arts; he also married and raised a family. 


Before it was fashionable to forge cross-community links, he 
formed an alliance with Jagmohan Joshi, the leader of the 
Indian Workers’ Association, and helped start the Campaign 
Against Racial Discrimination (CARD). 

They were soon challenged to take up the cause of strikers 
for workers’ rights in two Midlands companies, Mansfield 
Hosiery in 1972 and Imperial Typewriters in 1974, where racist 
employers were supported by shop stewards who were 
members of the National Front, and Asian families suffered 
miserable lives. The success of these two campaigns is part of 
the history of Britain's Asian community as well as of the trade 
union movement. Even today when Searchlight speakers visit 
the Midlands we are warmly greeted by the grandchildren of 
the strikers who honour the names of both Joshi and Maurice. 

Maurice went on to become President of the then massive 
Birmingham Trades Council. Opposed by some Cold War 
warriors attacking his politics, he was elected with a small 
majority, but when he stood a second time he was elected 
unopposed. 

During the first miners’ strike in 1972 Maurice led thousands 
of Midlands engineering workers to join 2,000 miners 
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picketing Saltley 
Coke Depot. The 
mass picket, which 
became known as 
the Battle of Saltley 
Gate, forced the 
closure of the gates 
of the depot and was 
a turning point in 

the strike. 

Burnt out following 
an injury received 
while observing a 
fascist march in the 
Midlands and from 
working very long 
hours, Maurice 
suffered a stroke in 
1980 and died a year 
later. Joshi also died 
within a couple of months. 

Maurice left the trade union and anti-fascist movements some 
words of wisdom that we should think about and discuss today. 


“We need anti-racists to 
become anti-fascists and 
anti-fascists to become 
anti-racists” 
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News and analysis 


By Leonard Zeskind, www.IREHR.org 


A NEW LAWSUIT by former National Alliance 
members and leaders has hit the organisation's 
current board of directors and chairman Erich 
Gliebe. If the lawsuit is ultimately successful, its 
remaining assets — land, buildings, white power 
DVDs, etc — may be saved from going down 
the drain Gliebe has constructed out of the 
once proud organisation. 

When William Pierce died unexpectedly in 
July 2002, his National Alliance was the 
premier national socialist outfit in the USA. 
With a headquarters compound situated on 
346 acres of West Virginia land it owned, a 
staff of about 20, a membership of around 
2,000 concentrated in 46 units and proto units, 
and several different viable propaganda 
vehicles, the organisation had attracted a 


valatadhs laraqa mimbhear af talantad radrac 


group, either to curry favour with a Canadian 
court considering a bequest to the Alliance or 
to cover up the fact that there were simply very 
few members left ... or both. During the same 
period, Gliebe put most of the Alliance's land in 
West Virginia, 289 acres, up for sale. Also for 
sale is the main membership hall that used to 
house Pierce's office. The asking price is $700,000 
(£420,000) for a “recreational playground”. 
Nobody has paid the price quite yet. 


Re-enter Will Williams 

Will Williams was an active member of the 
White Patriot Party in North Carolina in the 
mid-1980s. After the White Patriot Party and 
then the Southern National Front and Gary 
Gallo's National Democratic Front 
dicintecrated \Wiilliamec intmned over tao Ren 


fhe remains of William Pierce's 
lational Alliance are reshuffled 


Ring had served as leader of the Sacramento, 
California unit and then as Gliebe's no 2 man 
until he finally tendered his resignation in 
November 2012. After his resignation, Ring 
attempted but failed to convince Gliebe that 
he should leave as leader of the now 
virtually defunct National Alliance. Then Ring 
joined with others to file a civil suit against 
Gliebe and the two other remaining board 
members. 

Some are noteworthy enough to mention. 
One is Sanders Pierce, the slightly younger 
brother of William Pierce. The fact that the 
brother joined with Ring gives Ring credibility 
among other white nationalists that Williams 
and Strom cannot muster. Another is Brian 
Wilson, who serves as the group's liaison to its 
attorneve in the lawsuit. and several unnamed 
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current board of directors and chairman Erich 
Gliebe. If the lawsuit is ultimately successful, its 
remaining assets — land, buildings, white power 
DVDs, etc — may be saved from going down 
the drain Gliebe has constructed out of the 
once proud organisation. 

When William Pierce died unexpectedly in 
July 2002, his National Alliance was the 
premier national socialist outfit in the USA. 
With a headquarters compound situated on 
346 acres of West Virginia land it owned, a 
staff of about 20, a membership of around 
2,000 concentrated in 46 units and proto units, 
and several different viable propaganda 
vehicles, the organisation had attracted a 
relatedly large number of talented cadres. 
Upon Pierce's death, Gliebe, a former boxer 
and a successful NA recruiter from Ohio, was 
placed in charge. 

Gliebe had neither Pierce's intellectual heft, 
nor his ability to control the organisation under 
his supposed command and he began losing 
members almost immediately, as Searchlight 
has previously documented. A significant split 
in 2005 was led by Kevin Strom, Pierce's media 
director, who quickly turned his group into an 
organisation named National Vanguard with 
eight different contact points from 
Massachusetts to California. National Vanguard 
quickly fell apart, however, after Strom was 
convicted of having child pornography. Those 
remaining in Gliebe's organisation faltered as 
key leaders went to jail and membership 
shrank. 

Finally, in September 2013, Gliebe ended the 
National Alliance's status as a membership 
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period, Gliebe put most of the Alliance's land in 
West Virginia, 289 acres, up for sale. Also for 
sale is the main membership hall that used to 
house Pierce's office. The asking price is $700,000 
(£420,000) for a “recreational playground”. 
Nobody has paid the price quite yet. 


Re-enter Will Williams 

Will Williams was an active member of the 
White Patriot Party in North Carolina in the 
mid-1980s. After the White Patriot Party and 
then the Southern National Front and Gary 
Gallo's National Democratic Front 
disintegrated, Williams jumped over to Ben 
Klassen's Church of the Creator compound in 
1988. He served Klassen as an editor of their 
monthly tabloid until 1992, when he joined the 
National Alliance as membership coordinator, a 
position he kept until 2002. He moved to 
Tennessee, ran unsuccessfully as a delegate to 
the Republican Party in 2012, and joined back 
up with Strom in 2013. 

When Strom was released from prison in 
2008, he lived in Virginia. In 2013, he joined 
Williams in Tennessee and the two announced 
their intention to build a new National Alliance. 
They began regular broadcasts of American 
Dissident Voices, which Gliebe had let lapse. 
And the men claimed to be using the same 
principles that Pierce had once used. They had 
left the National Alliance soon after Gliebe had 
taken over. And they tended to distrust those, 
like Jim Ring, who had put up with Gliebe for 
so long. 


Ring had served as leader of the Sacramento, 
California unit and then as Gliebe's no 2 man 
until he finally tendered his resignation in 
November 2012. After his resignation, Ring 
attempted but failed to convince Gliebe that 
he should leave as leader of the now 
virtually defunct National Alliance. Then Ring 
joined with others to file a civil suit against 
Gliebe and the two other remaining board 
members. 

Some are noteworthy enough to mention. 
One is Sanders Pierce, the slightly younger 
brother of William Pierce. The fact that the 
brother joined with Ring gives Ring credibility 
among other white nationalists that Williams 
and Strom cannot muster. Another is Brian 
Wilson, who serves as the group's liaison to its 
attorneys in the lawsuit, and several unnamed 
but long lasting members of the original 
national socialist organisation. So far nothing 
has been decided in the lawsuit, and on 
defence Gliebe's team has not filed a 
countersuit. 

So today the remains of the National Alliance 
sit in three opposing teams: (1) Erich Gliebe 
who barely runs the remains of the 
organisation; (2) Jim Ring and Sanders Pierce 
who are filing suit against Gliebe; (3) Kevin 
Strom and Will Williams, who have already 
begun acting as an organisation and are 
looking for supporters to become members. 

The next court hearing in this matter is on 16 
April. Whichever way the court finally decides, 
it is quite unlikely that the National Alliance 
will be able to reclaim the organisational 
heights it once held. The Nazi ideology of 
national socialism, however, will be around for 
a long time. 
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Kevin Strom, who split the National Alliance before 
being convicted of possessing child pornography 
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Jim Ring, with his son Connor, poses with SS dagger and 
Nazi jewellery 
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The ignorance that feeds historical revisionism 


By Alfio Bernabei 


WHEN DID ADOLF HITLER become 
Chancellor of Germany? And why is a film 
about the survivor of a concentration camp 
being publicised in Italy with the caption: “In 
which X Factor did Adolf Eichmann take part?” 
Both questions highlight in different ways the 
state of ignorance about Nazi-fascist history 
that has become such a serious problem in Italy 
and feeds the wave of historical revisionism 
sweeping across the country. 

Not all the blame can be apportioned to the 
Right. A “Red” provincial administration is 
currently contributing to turn fascism into 
heritage culture to give a boost to the tourist 
industry. Expect a Grand Tour of fascist 
architecture presented along similar lines to a 
religious pilgrimage. It would not happen in 
Austria or Germany with Hitler, but it is 
happening with Mussolini in Italy where, to 
make things worse, monuments in public 
places to remind neonple of fascict atrocities are 


pressed "1964". The third guessed it was 
"1978". The fourth could only say: “Well, | 
think it must be 1933”. 

L'eredita is not comedy or satire. It is 
considered a serious quiz programme, a sort of 
“Brain of Italy". The presenter looked puzzled: 
“Maybe we need to refresh our history. Just a 
little bit", he muttered. That was not all. 
Another question was asked with the same 
dates displayed: “In which year did Mussolini 
meet Ezra Pound?" The first contestant 
thought it was “1964” before the second, 
perhaps mindful of the previous round, got it 
right. 

There was no outcry in the press; nor did the 
show of ignorance give rise to a debate about 
the state of education and history teaching. No 
questions were raised in Parliament. It was the 
muted reaction that prompted Roberto Faenza, 
a film director about to release Anita B., based 
an Edith Rniuck'c ctary ahoiit a voiung girl wha 


financed by public funds, some from the 
European Council, in the Romagna region, an 
area of about 400,000 inhabitants with Forli as 
its capital and its main tourist attraction being 
Predappio, Mussolini's birthplace, visited by 
thousands of neo-Nazis every year. 

In both towns the dictator had buildings 
erected in the fascist style as part of the 
process of glorification of the regime and for 
his own personal gratification. The key features 
of this architecture were geometric lines to 
suggest rigid order and large entrances with 
high ceilings to make people feel small and 
fearful of the one-party state. 

This blood-stained inheritance of which Forli 
has plenty is part of a restoration project, 
accompanied by “art exhibitions", intended to 
educate the inhabitants to reappraise fascism 
as a source of artistic vision and innovation. 
Antifascists expressed grave concern during a 
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By Alfio Bernabei 


WHEN DID ADOLF HITLER become 
Chancellor of Germany? And why is a film 
about the survivor of a concentration camp 
being publicised in Italy with the caption: “In 
which X Factor did Adolf Eichmann take part?” 
Both questions highlight in different ways the 
state of ignorance about Nazi-fascist history 
that has become such a serious problem in Italy 
and feeds the wave of historical revisionism 
sweeping across the country. 

Not all the blame can be apportioned to the 
Right. A “Red” provincial administration is 
currently contributing to turn fascism into 
heritage culture to give a boost to the tourist 
industry. Expect a Grand Tour of fascist 
architecture presented along similar lines to a 
religious pilgrimage. It would not happen in 
Austria or Germany with Hitler, but it is 
happening with Mussolini in Italy where, to 
make things worse, monuments in public 
places to remind people of fascist atrocities are 
extremely rare or non-existent. 

Let's turn to ignorance first. Last December 
on the main channel of RAI, the state-owned 
broadcasting company, four contestants took 
part in a quiz show in front of five million 
viewers. L’eredita airs at peak time just before 
the main news bulletin at 8pm. The question 
was: “In which year did Adolf Hitler become 
German Chancellor?” Four dates were 
offered: 1933, 1948, 1964 and 1979. The 
first contestant chose “1948". The second 


“A quale X-Factor partecipo 


Adolf Eichmann?” 


pressed “1964". The third guessed it was 
"1978". The fourth could only say: “Well, | 
think it must be 1933”. 

L'eredita is not comedy or satire. It is 
considered a serious quiz programme, a sort of 
“Brain of Italy". The presenter looked puzzled: 
“Maybe we need to refresh our history. Just a 
little bit”, he muttered. That was not all. 
Another question was asked with the same 
dates displayed: “In which year did Mussolini 
meet Ezra Pound?" The first contestant 
thought it was "1964" before the second, 
perhaps mindful of the previous round, got it 
right. 

There was no outcry in the press; nor did the 
show of ignorance give rise to a debate about 
the state of education and history teaching. No 
questions were raised in Parliament. It was the 
muted reaction that prompted Roberto Faenza, 
a film director about to release Anita B., based 
on Edith Bruck's story about a young girl who 
survived the concentration camps, to produce a 
publicity poster with a smiling Adolf Eichmann 
and the question about the X Factor. 

“| felt | had to do it to provoke questions 
about the shocking state of ignorance into 
which this country has fallen”, said Faenza, “at 
least two of the contestants had a university 
education. One should add that similar levels 
of ignorance are to be found among MPs and 
Senators when questioned on television.” 

Clearly, this kind of ignorance is part of the 
context that feeds historical revisionism and 
helps present the acceptable face of fascism to 
new generations. In some instances this 
process involves “cultural activities” which 
brush aside the murderous means by which the 
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area of about 400,000 inhabitants with Forli as 
its capital and its main tourist attraction being 
Predappio, Mussolini's birthplace, visited by 
thousands of neo-Nazis every year. 

In both towns the dictator had buildings 
erected in the fascist style as part of the 
process of glorification of the regime and for 
his own personal gratification. The key features 
of this architecture were geometric lines to 
suggest rigid order and large entrances with 
high ceilings to make people feel small and 
fearful of the one-party state. 

This blood-stained inheritance of which Forli 
has plenty is part of a restoration project, 
accompanied by “art exhibitions”, intended to 
educate the inhabitants to reappraise fascism 
as a source of artistic vision and innovation. 
Antifascists expressed grave concern during a 
debate held in Forli. Gianni Saporetti of the 
local Fondazione Lewin, which takes its name 
from a German Jewish family that took refuge 
in Italy, only for some of its members to be 
executed with 16 others in September 1944 by 
Italian fascists and German SS, asked: “What's 
happening in our town? We are seeing a flurry 
of art exhibitions on fascist architecture, on art 
and life under fascism, on mosaics and painting 
under fascism. Someone has even suggested 
that the local airport should be named after 
Mussolini. Are we facing a case of commercial 
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happening with Mussolini in Italy where, to 
make things worse, monuments in public 
places to remind people of fascist atrocities are 
extremely rare or non-existent. 

Let's turn to ignorance first. Last December 
on the main channel of RAI, the state-owned 
broadcasting company, four contestants took 
part in a quiz show in front of five million 
viewers. L'eredita airs at peak time just before 
the main news bulletin at 8pm. The question 
was: “In which year did Adolf Hitler become 
German Chancellor?” Four dates were 
offered: 1933, 1948, 1964 and 1979. The 
first contestant chose “1948". The second 


“A quale X-Factor partecipo 
Adolf Eichmann?” 


Anche una domanda cosi, 
in un Paese dove i concorrenti 


de “L’Eredita” non sanno chi fosse Hitler, 
potrebbe finire in un quiz tv, 


Eppure conoscere la storia pud aiutare a capire 
che perfino da Auschwitz e dal coraggio 
di una giovane donna pué sbocciare un fiore. 
E nascere una favola piena d‘amore, 


di passione, di allegria, 
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muted reaction that prompted Roberto Faenza, 
a film director about to release Anita B., based 
on Edith Bruck’'s story about a young girl who 
survived the concentration camps, to produce a 
publicity poster with a smiling Adolf Eichmann 
and the question about the X Factor. 

“| felt | had to do it to provoke questions 
about the shocking state of ignorance into 
which this country has fallen", said Faenza, “at 
least two of the contestants had a university 
education. One should add that similar levels 
of ignorance are to be found among MPs and 
Senators when questioned on television.” 

Clearly, this kind of ignorance is part of the 
context that feeds historical revisionism and 
helps present the acceptable face of fascism to 
new generations. In some instances this 
process involves “cultural activities” which 
brush aside the murderous means by which the 
dictatorship came about, offering instead 
demonstrations that fascism contained 
imaginative thinking with an aesthetic legacy 


that needs to be appreciated and enjoyed. 


An example of this can be seen in a project 


CUUCALE CE TIAMAT LU POAT AIoe TaASCIottl 
as a source of artistic vision and innovation. 
Antifascists expressed grave concern during a 
debate held in Forli. Gianni Saporetti of the 
local Fondazione Lewin, which takes its name 
from a German Jewish family that took refuge 
in Italy, only for some of its members to be 
executed with 16 others in September 1944 by 
Italian fascists and German SS, asked: “What's 
happening in our town? We are seeing a flurry 
of art exhibitions on fascist architecture, on art 
and life under fascism, on mosaics and painting 
under fascism. Someone has even suggested 
that the local airport should be named after 
Mussolini. Are we facing a case of commercial 
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The former House of Fascist Youth in Forli, now restored. 


Fascist architectural design in Forli On its tower is the fascist oath that children used to recite 
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exploitation of fascism to benefit the tourist 
industry?" 

He noted how Italy's best known art critic, on 
visiting the latest local exhibition called 
Novecento devoted to paintings under fascism, 
exclaimed “This is marvellous and extremely 
fascist!" before applauding the belated 
“custom clearance" of fascist art for all to 
enjoy. 

Others during the same debate described the 
historical revisionism brought about under the 
guise of arts appreciation as an insult to those 
who fought in the resistance movement. An 
old partigiano who remembered the Nazi- 


fascist atrocities in and around that region 
condemned the lack of contextualisation and 
information on the means used to obtain 
consensus by Mussolini, including torture and 
killings. A local young antifascist militant, 
Giacomo Cortesi, rejected the supposed 
political neutrality in the aesthetic reappraisal 
of fascist art at the expense of the truth: “How 
is it that in these kinds of initiatives the pictures 
of dead bodies are never shown?" 

On fascist architecture, Marcello Rosetti 
observed how “it's difficult to distinguish 
between art and ideology when they are in the 
same container”. Sergio Giammarchi, another 


ITALY continued 


participant, noted how slowly but steadily the 
Forli province appears to be sliding towards a 
tourist model based on the cult of Mussolini's 
origins. 

None of this would probably change the 
mind of those who warmly supported the 
restoration of the buildings for the “tourist 
route” that includes the Youth Fascist Hall 
bearing the inscription of the fascist oath. 
Indeed, while condemning the regime, one 
of the architects illustrated the project by 
putting it in the context of religious 
pilgrimages, such as the famous Santiago de 
Compostela trail. 
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By Alfio Bernabei 


THE “THIRD MILLENNIUM FASCISTS" of CasaPound launched 
their campaign for the European election on 22 February with a 
meeting in Bolzano, South Tyrol province. Forza Nuova (FN) 
followed suit on 1 March with a gathering at the Hotel Pineta 
Palace in Rome. 

In last year's election for the Chamber of Deputies the two 
parties won 0.14 and 0.26% respectively, a meagre result, partly 
due to the fact that in national elections the neo-fascist electorate 
opts for right-wing parties more likely to be in a position to 
exercise power. With European elections the priority could be 
different. Both CasaPound and FN are seeking to maximise their 
chances by courting voters from the Movimento Sociale-Fiamma 
Tricolore (0.16%), out of the race and in disarray over the sacking 
of its secretary, Luca Romagnoli, who used to be a MEP. 


Romagnoli's place has been taken by Attilio Carelli who is in talks 
with Roberto Fiore of FN. 

So far Marine Le Pen of the French National Front has shown an 
interest in making alliances with the Italian Northern League, 
which may get about 3%, and with whatever comes out of the 
possible merger between the recently set up Fratelli d'Italia- 
National Alliance Party and La Destra (around 3% in total), but 
she keeps both Fiore and Gianluca lannone, leader of CasaPound, 
at some distance. One of the reasons is that both men have 
embraced the Greek Golden Dawn. The main guest at the FN 
meeting of 1 March was Antonios Gregos, a deputy of the Greek 
Party, whose key leaders were arrested in September last year. 
The slogan chosen for the electoral campaign reads L’Europa 
Risorge meaning Europe Rises Again, the closest possible allusion 
to wanting the neo-Nazi Golden Down in charge of the whole 
continent. 

Also present at the meeting were Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP, 
Manolo Canduela of the Spanish Democracia National and Jens 
Puhse of the German National Democratic Party (NPD). They 
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Antonios Gregos, Nick Griffin, Manolo Canduela, Jens Puhse 
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Romagnoli’s place has been taken by Attilio Carelli who is in talks 
with Roberto Fiore of FN. 

So far Marine Le Pen of the French National Front has shown an 
interest in making alliances with the Italian Northern League, 
which may get about 3%, and with whatever comes out of the 
possible merger between the recently set up Fratelli d'Italia- 
National Alliance Party and La Destra (around 3% in total), but 
she keeps both Fiore and Gianluca lannone, leader of CasaPound, 
at some distance. One of the reasons is that both men have 
embraced the Greek Golden Dawn. The main guest at the FN 
meeting of 1 March was Antonios Gregos, a deputy of the Greek 
Party, whose key leaders were arrested in September last year. 
The slogan chosen for the electoral campaign reads L'Europa 
Risorge meaning Europe Rises Again, the closest possible allusion 
to wanting the neo-Nazi Golden Down in charge of the whole 
continent. 

Also present at the meeting were Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP, 
Manolo Canduela of the Spanish Democracia National and Jens 
Piihse of the German National Democratic Party (NPD). They 
spoke about the need to create a “governing elite" acting as a 
“vanguard movement" in defence of the “race” and capable of 
protecting European interests threatened by “Zionist capitalism”. 

The slogan behind the speakers called for a Europe /ibera, 
sovrana, armata — free, sovereign and armed. Armed how and by 
whom? Gregos, who apparently didn't have the time to meet the 
representatives of Alba Dorata Italia (Golden Dawn Italy) nor 
those of Alba Dorata Europa (Golden Dawn Europe), must have 
shared some thoughts about that with his friends. 


Hate killings continue in 2014 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre, based on material gathered by Sova Centre in the course of its daily monitoring 


SIX PEOPLE WERE KILLED in xenophobic or 
neo-Nazi attacks in the first two months of 
2014, with a further eight injured. The 
deaths occurred in six different regions of the 
country. 

Ultra-right activists and groups have been 
following the events in Ukraine closely, with 
some actually travelling there. In St 
Petersburg a picket was staged in support of 
the “Maidanists” prior to the Ukrainian 
protest movement having been perceived as 
expressly anti-Russian. The action was held 
on 16 February on St Petersburg's Field of 
Mars. 

Apart from that, ultra-right activists lay 
relatively low in February. A few people from 
the National-Democratic Party (NDP) and 
the nationalist “Russians” movement 
participated in public actions in relation to 
the Bolotnaya case. How many ultra-right 
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Mytishchi, activists of the Great Russia party 
participated in a “raid” carried out by the 
police and the Federal Migration Service. 

Nationalists held several “people's 
gatherings” in January in an effort to stir up 
xenophobic tension. However, none of them 
were significant in size. 

On 11 January, near the Central Stadium in 
Astrakhan, a gathering was held mourning 
the death of Galiya Borisenko, a local girl 
who was allegedly kidnapped and held as a 
slave by a native of Dagestan. In connection 
with this action, the local chapter of the 
Russians movement held a rally “against 
ethnic crime" on 20 January. And on 25 
January, the Biryulyovo chapter of the 
Russians association held a “people's 
gathering” in response to the murder of 17- 
year-old Anastasia Moskovkina, who was 
pregnant. A young man of “non-Slavic 


brochure; and militant Islamist materials. 
Updates in January included articles from the 
Islamist website hunafa.com, a mirror of the 
site Jamaat Takbir, a series of neo-Nazi 
materials from VKontakte (including videos, 
texts and commentaries), and the ultra-right- 
wing site Sturm-news. 

Activists in ten cities across Russia held 
annual actions in memory of Stanislav 
Markelov and Anastasia Baburova, who were 
murdered in 2009 by a neo-Nazi in central 
Moscow, on 19 January. Despite freezing 
temperatures, 650 people attended an anti- 
fascist march and rally in Moscow. Several 
participants were attacked by ultra-right 
activists after the march. 

Protesters in Moscow were not the only 
ones subjected to threats and assaults by 
nationalists. In St Petersburg, Great Russia 
(Northwest) activists spread threats online in 
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the “Maidanists” prior to the Ukrainian 
protest movement having been perceived as 
expressly anti-Russian. The action was held 
on 16 February on St Petersburg’s Field of 
Mars. 

Apart from that, ultra-right activists lay 
relatively low in February. A few people from 
the National-Democratic Party (NDP) and 
the nationalist “Russians” movement 
participated in public actions in relation to 
the Bolotnaya case. How many ultra-right 
activists were present, though, is unknown as 
they went practically unnoticed amid a much 
larger number of human rights protesters. 

On 21 February the eight defendants in 
this case were found guilty of rioting and 
assaulting police during an officially 
approved rally on 6 May 2012, on Moscow's 
Bolotnaya Square. The rally occurred one day 
before Vladimir Putin returned to the Kremlin 
to start an unprecedented third term as 
president. The protesters had accused Putin 
and his party of electoral fraud, corruption, 
and damaging Russia with authoritarian rule. 
On 24 February seven of the eight were 
imprisoned for between two years six 
months and four years. The convictions and 
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January, the Biryulyovo chapter of the 
Russians association held a “people's 
gathering” in response to the murder of 17- 
year-old Anastasia Moskovkina, who was 
pregnant. A young man of “non-Slavic 
appearance" is alleged to be Moskovkina's 
killer. 

On 15 January a demonstration was held in 
the Novokosino district of Moscow, which in 
November 2013 became the location of a 
conflict surrounding a building said to be a 
hostel for migrant workers. Some of those 
demonstrating were detained by police, as 
the media reported. Information about the 
hostel is widespread in addition to media 
outlets, for example on ultra-right websites. 

One criminal conviction on charges of 
violence motivated by hatred was recorded 
in February. The defendant was Gleb Tsyba, 
a 20-year-old neo-Nazi who attacked antifa 
activist Vladimir Kiselev. In January 10 


brochure; and militant Islamist materials. 
Updates in January included articles from the 
Islamist website hunafa.com, a mirror of the 
site Jamaat Takbir, a series of neo-Nazi 
materials from VKontakte (including videos, 
texts and commentaries), and the ultra-right- 
wing site Sturm-news. 

Activists in ten cities across Russia held 
annual actions in memory of Stanislav 
Markelov and Anastasia Baburova, who were 
murdered in 2009 by a neo-Nazi in central 
Moscow, on 19 January. Despite freezing 
temperatures, 650 people attended an anti- 
fascist march and rally in Moscow. Several 
participants were attacked by ultra-right 
activists after the march. 

Protesters in Moscow were not the only 
ones subjected to threats and assaults by 
nationalists. In St Petersburg, Great Russia 
(Northwest) activists spread threats online in 
connection with the alleged inclusion of an 
LGBT faction at the city's anti-fascist march. 
The nationalists declared that LGBT 
participation would be a “disgrace to the 
Feast of the Epiphany". Neo-Nazis clashed 
with anti-fascist activists on Vosstanie Square 
on the day. In Perm, a screening of the 
documentary Love Me, Please, about 
Anastasia Baburova, was cancelled because 
of threats from nationalists. 
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activists were present, though, is unknown as 
they went practically unnoticed amid a much 
larger number of human rights protesters. 

On 21 February the eight defendants in 
this case were found guilty of rioting and 
assaulting police during an officially 
approved rally on 6 May 2012, on Moscow's 
Bolotnaya Square. The rally occurred one day 
before Vladimir Putin returned to the Kremlin 
to start an unprecedented third term as 
president. The protesters had accused Putin 
and his party of electoral fraud, corruption, 
and damaging Russia with authoritarian rule. 
On 24 February seven of the eight were 
imprisoned for between two years six 
months and four years. The convictions and 
sentences have been widely condemned as 
politically motivated, disproportionate and 
unfair. 

On St Petersburg's Grazhdansky Prospekt, 
people held a gathering “against ethnic 
crime” on 1 February. It was organised by 
the National Socialist Initiative (NSI), and 
drew roughly fifty people. 

The ultra-right continued with “raids” in 
their “hunt for migrants” in January and 
February. In Yaroslavl, a new department of 
the Russians movement's Guestbusters 
project emerged. Great Russia, under the 
leadership of Andrey Savelev, also launched 
the anti-migrant project StopNelegal 
(roughly equivalent to “Stop Illegals”). In St 
Petersburg, the local Russians association 
branch raided shops allegedly owned by 
Caucasians in the Krasnogvardeisky district 
on 11 and 19 January, and on 13 January, in 
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pregnant. A young man of “non-Slavic 
appearance” is alleged to be Moskovkina's 
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On 15 January a demonstration was held in 
the Novokosino district of Moscow, which in 
November 2013 became the location of a 
conflict surrounding a building said to be a 
hostel for migrant workers. Some of those 
demonstrating were detained by police, as 
the media reported. Information about the 
hostel is widespread in addition to media 
outlets, for example on ultra-right websites. 

One criminal conviction on charges of 
violence motivated by hatred was recorded 
in February. The defendant was Gleb Tsyba, 
a 20-year-old neo-Nazi who attacked antifa 
activist Vladimir Kiselev. In January 10 
individuals were convicted of racist violence 
in four court cases in different regions of 
Russia. 

Four people in Moscow, the Astrakhan and 
Kemerov regions, and the Komi Republic 
were convicted for xenophobic propaganda 
in February. That brings the total of such 
convictions in the first two months of 2014 
to 17 in 15 regions of Russia. 

Four objects were targeted in February in 
instances of xenophobic vandalism. We have 
recorded five such acts so far this year, in 
four regions of Russia. 

The Federal List of Extremist Materials was 
updated four times in February, adding a 
range of ultra-right videos; the neo-Nazi 
websites Heroes of Freedom and Aryan 
Liberation Front; materials from the 
regionalist Council of Siberian People; poetry 
by A. Kharchikov; a Jehovah's Witnesses 
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Remembered: Stanislav Markelov and Anastasia Baburova 
murdered by a Nazi 
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‘THE ROAD TO FASCISM’ 


The woodcut reproduced across these two pages is one of a set designed by Ken Sprague. 
It illustrates the connection between colour prejudice and and anti-semitism 
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